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Kotbl Yabdapa

(The Cats of Ulthar)

B Vnbdape, UTO JIEKUT B HoJUHe perky CKaill, HU y OLHOrO 4YeJioBeKa He IOJHUMETCS
PYKa Ha KOILIKY, ¥ 1 Beplo 3TOMy, I'JIifs Ha 3TO CYILIeCcTBO, MypJjbluyliee y orHfa. KoTsl
3araZloyHbl ¥ BeCbMa OJIM3KU K TEM BelllaM, KOTOphIe YeJIOBEKY He JaHO YBUIAETH. KOTHI -
oyuia JlpeBHero Erumnra ¥ HOCUTEJIU HCTOPUM 3a6BITBIX ropomoB Mepoe u Odup. KoThl -
IIpefKU BJAABIK I)KYHIJIEN, U CAaMHU - HACJIEZHUKU TalH ApeBHeU U 3j10Bellel AOpPHUKU.
CoUHKC - UX KPOBHBIM pOAUY, U OHU TI'OBOPAT Ha ee fA3bIKe. HO KOTBI MHOIO JpeBHee
CouHKCa, M OHU IIOMHAT TO, YTO CaMa OHa JJaBHO I103a6bla.

Jlo Toro, Kak B Yiabdape 3aKOHOM 3alpelleHO ObIJI0 YOUBATh KOIIEK, TaM ITPOKHUBAJIU
CTapbI¥ 6aTpaK C JKEHOM, pa3BJIEKAIOIINECs, 3aMaHUBasA U yOUBasA COCEACKUX JIIOOMMIIEB.
[ToueMy OHHU TaK IIOCTyIlaJy, MHe HEeH3BeCTHO. MHOrve He BBIHOCAT KOLIQUbUX KPHUKOB, U
IIpUOaBbTE K TOMY, YTO KOLIKH IIACTAIOT B CyMepPKax II0 BauleMy cazy. Tak MM nHaue, HO
CTapUK M €ro jXeHa HaxXOLUWJIM YIOBOJBCTBHE, yOMBas Ka)KIOr0 KOTA, OCMEJIMUBLIEIOCH
MIPUOJIU3UTHCA K UX JIauyTe. Y U3 TeX 3BYKOB, KOTOPbI€ MOKHO OBIJIO PacC/IbILIATh B HOUHOM
THULINHE, XUTeNU Yiabdapa OTMeYaaM, YTO MaHepa YOMICTB OblIa YyZOBULIHOM. Ho
JKUTenu VYiabdapa HHUKOTZA He OOCYXKZaJIM 3TOr0 CO CTAPUKOM H €ro JXeHOM, Hu3-3a
BBIPJKEHUS MCCYILIEHHBIX JIUI[ 3TUX ABOMX, & TaK)Ke M3-3a TOTO, YTO Jjlayyra Mx O6bpUIa TaK
MaJia, ¥ CKpbIBaJIach B TeHU JlepeBbeB. UCTHHA ObLJIa B TOM, UTO XOTS BJIaJeJIbIIbl KOILIEK U
HEHaBUJIeJIU JKECTOKYIO ITapy, O0SIuCh OHU ee Bce Xe Oojpline. I BMECTO TOTO, YTOOHI B
OTKPBITYI0 Ha3BaTh CYNIPYIoB yOuMILIaMH, XUTeIU Vibdapa IIPOCTO CTAPaIUCh JepiKaTh
CBOMX KOTOB IIOZAJIbliIe OT MPAa4yHOI'0 IBOPA, CKPBITOI'O TEHBIO JepeBbeB. M KOrja KOUIKU
BCe-TaK{ MpoIafajy, WM HOYHYI0 THUIMHY pa3phIBalid JKaJI0OHbIEe KPUKU, YEJIOBEKY
OCTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO T'OPEBATH, WU JKe 61arogapuTs Cyas0y, YTO 3TO HE OJUH U3 €ro JeTeH,
KOTOPBIM TOJKEe CJIYYaJIOCh IIPOIAacCTh. JIJis XuTesed Vibdapa Bce OBUIO IIPOCTO, U OHU HE
3HaJIY, OTKYyZa IIPUIIIU KOIIKHU.

OnHakIbI Ha Y3KUe YIULBI Vibdapa CTYIIMII YyAHOM KapaBaH ¢ IOra. 9To 6pUIM TeMHbBIE
CTPAaHHUKH, U OHU PA3UTEJIBHO OTIMYAJIUCh O TeX 6pPOAAT, YTO IIPOXOAMUIIN Yepe3 ropof,
OBaXXABI B ToJl. Ha pIHKE OHU 3a cepebpo MpecKa3bIBaIv OyAylIee U OKYIaJIHU Y MECTHBIX
TOProBLleB sipKue Oyckl. HUKTO He MOr CKasaTh, OTKyZa OHU IIPULLIH; OLHAKO BCe
3aMeyaJiy, YTO MOJIUTBBI UX YYAHBI, U YTO CTEHBI QYPTOHOB UX PACITHCAaHBl HEOOBIYHBIMU
¢urypamu. Tenma y ouryp 6pUIM 4YeIOBeYECKHe, 3aTO TOJIOBBI - KOLIAYBM, COKOJIMHBIE,
6apaHbu U JNbBUHBIE. [IpeIBOAUTENIb KapaBaHa HOCUJI TaK)Ke T'OJIOBHOM y6op C poraMu u
OUCKOM MEXAY HUMHU.

C 3TUM KapaBaHOM LIeJI MaJIb4YUK - KPYIJIBIH CUpOTa 6e3 OTLia U MaTEPH - Y KOTOPOI'0
OB TOJBKO YEpHBIM KOTeHOK. UyMa He OblIa K HEMY J00pa, ¥ TOJBKO OCTaBHJIA 3TOT
MaJIeHbKUI KOMOYEK YepPHOM LIePCTH, YTOOBI YHATD TOCKY. IIOCKOJIBKY OH OBIJI elje COBCEM
IOH, TO HaXOAWJI yTELUIeHUE B IIPOJeJIKaX KOTEeHKA. 1 MaJIbUMK - KapaBaHIIUKU 3BaJIU €0
MeHecoM - wuallle yiabIbajicA, 4YeM IUIaKajl, KOrZa CHUZeNl Ha CTYIeHbKaX CTPaHHO
HM3yKpalIeHHOro GyproHa, Urpas Co CBOMM JIOOMMBIM KOTEHKOM.
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Ha TpeTuii feHb ITpebbIBaHUA KapaBaHa B Yiibdape KOTEHOK ucye3. MeHeC phIall TaK
TPOMKO, UTO JIIOAU PacCKasald eMy O JKEeCTOKHUX CYIpyrax M KpuKax B HOYM. U Korga
MaJIBYMK YCJIBILIAJN 3TO, PhIZaHUA €ro CMEHUIMCh CHayaJla Pa3MBILIJIEHUAMH, a IIOTOM
CTPaCTHOM MOJIMTBOM. OH IIPOTATHBAJI PYKU K COJHIY M MOJIMJICA Ha SI3BIKE, KOTOPBIH
HUKTO M3 TOpPOXKaH He 3HaJI. BripoueM, OHH He CJIMLIKOM-TO U NBITAJIMCh, BEJb BCE UX
BHHMaHHe OBLIO IPUKOBAHO K HeOy M CTpaHHOM dopMe 06J1aKOB. DTO Ka3ajIOoCh COBCEM
HEeOBIBAJIBIM, HO KOTZA MaJIbYUK IIPOM3HEC CBOIO MOJIbOY, 06JIaKa CTalId CKIaZbIBATHCS B
COBCEM YK IIPUYYAIUBBIe QUTYPHI; ITO KOHEL] BOSHUKIIO B He6e Co3gaHKe, KOpOHOBaHHOE
poTaMH C AUCKOM. [Ipupoza moIHa MOJ0OHbBIX BUJEHUHM U BOUCTUHY BIIeYaTIISAET.

Tot1 Xe HOYbIO CTPAaHHUKHU ITIOKUHYIU Yibdap, U HUKTO UX 60Jblie He Buzes. JKUuTeau
JKe TopoZia HayTPO OBUIH 06ECIIOKOEHBI T€M, UTO Ha YJIMIIAX He OCTAaJIOCh HU OJHOM KOIIKHU.
V KakZOoro ovara HcYe3 KOT; BCe OHM, W OOJblliMe, U MaJIeHbKHEe, 4YepHBIe, CepHIE,
TI0jiocaThle, pbKMe U 6eiple. CTapbliii Kp3HHOH, 6YproMUCTP, KIISJICS, YTO TEMHBIN HAPOZ
3a6pajsi KolIeK M3 MeCTH 3a YOMMCTBO KOTeHKa MeHeca, YW IIPOKJIMHAJ KapaBaH U
MaJIBYMIIKY. OZHAKO HOTapuyc HUT yTBepsKAajl, YTO CTAPHK U €ro JXeHa KyZa Kak 6oiee
BEepOATHBIe TIPUYMHBI MCYE3HOBEHUS KOLIeK, Belb UX HEHABUCTH K 3THUM JXUBOTHBIM
ZIlaBHO OBLIA BCeM M3BeCTHA. OZHAKO HUKTO TaK U He OCMEJIUJICS OPOCUTH O6BUHEHHS B
JIULIO 3JI0Bellled I1ape; La)ke Korga ATaji, CbIH BJIaZiesblla I'OCTHHIIBI, pacCKasajl, YTo B
CyMepKax BUZEeJI KOTOB, IO JBOE B PAZ, 0OXOAALINX LOM I10J, TEMHBIMH JePEBBIMH, CJIOBHO
B KaKOM-TO CBOeM KolllaybeM 06psaze. Yiabdpapillbl He 3HaJIM, HACKOJIBKO MOXXHO BEPUTH
TaKOMY MaJIEHBKOMY MaJIbBUUKY. U XOTS OHU U OOSAIHCH, YTO UMEHHO JXECTOKHE CYNpyTU
3aMaHUJIM U YMEePTBUJIU BCeX KOLIEK, HO IO-IIPe)XHeMY He TOBOPUJIU HUYEro, CTApUKy U
ZIaJIEKO OOXOIUIIU €T0 TEMHBIHN, OTTAJIKUBAIOLIHH IBOP.

U BoT, Xurenu Viabbapa YCHYJIM, HaBACh CBOMM HaIlpacHBIM THEBOM, a Korja
IIPO6GYAUIUCH C PACCBETOM - BCE KOTHI BEPHYJIUCH K CBOUM ouaraM! Bce oHH, U 6osblIve, U
MaJIeHbKHe, 4YepHble, Cephle, II0JIOCAThle, PBDKHE U Oejible, HUKTO He Imponan! OHu
IIOSIBUJIMCH, YIIUTAaHHBIE M TJIafiKWe, TPOMKHUM MYPJIbIKaHBEM IIPOBO3IVIALIAIONINE CBOE
BO3BpaileHue. JIIogu pafioCTHO TOBOPUJIM O BO3BpPAlLeHHM JIOOUMIIEB U IPeObIBAJIU B
IIOJIHEeMIIeM BocxulleHHU. CTapbi¥ Xe Kp3HHOH NpPOZOJIKAJI YTBEPKAATH, YTO KOILIEK
3abpasl TEMHBIM HapoZ, BeOb €llle HUKTO He BO3BpAlllaJICA JXHUBBIM CO ABOpa 3JI0BELIEH
rapel. Ho Bce CXOZUINCh Ha OZHOM: TOT QaKT, UYTO KOILIKY He KOCHYJIMCBH CBOEro Mfca U
MOJIOKA, OBIJI Ype3BBIYAMHO JIIOOOIMBITEH. Y Lie/bIX IBa AHA KOTHI Vibdapa, TaK U He
ITPUKOCHYBIINCS K eie, IEHHBO JIEXXAJIN Y OTHS WUJIU Ha COJIHIIE.

TOJIBKO 4Yepe3 HeJesio JIIOAW OTMETHIIH, YTO B JIOMEe MOJ, TEMHBIMHU [epPEBBAMU He
BUIHO HU OorHA. Torga HUT 3aMeTHJI, YTO HUKTO He BUAEJ CTapHKa U ero JKeHY C TOH HOYH,
KOrZa HCYe3IM KOWIKU. Ellle HeJemw CIyCcTA GYProMHCTP pPEIUMICA IIPeoZoJieTh CBOM
CTpax ¥ BOUTU B CTPAaHHO TUXUM AOM II0J TEMHBIMU AEPEBbIMHU, BeIb B €ro 0613aHHOCTHU
BXomuia 3aboTa 060 Bcex ropoykaHax. OJHaKO Ha BCAKHUM CIydaii OH B3fJI C cO6O0, Kak
cBHUIeTesel, Ky3Hela lllaHra ¥ kameHoTeca Cyya. Y Korjia OHU CJIOMaId XHUJIYIO JBEPb, TO
HallUTH JIUIIb CIeAyIollee: ABa BBHICOXIINX YeIOBEYECKUX CKeJIeTa Ha IIMHAHOM IOJy, U
MHOJKECTBO ZUKOBUHHBIX XYKOB, [I0JI3AI0IIUX IT0 TEMHBIM YIJIaM.

Joro rmoToM 1o Yabsdapy Xoguau pa3roBopel. KopoHep 3aT 0TYasgHHO JUCKYTUPOBAJI C
HoTapuycoM HutowMm; 6ypromuctpa KpsHHOHA, [llaHra u CyJijia 3achIlald BOITPOCaMHU.
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Jarke MaJIeHbKHM ATaJl, CBIHOK BJIaZleJIblia TOCTHUHUIIBI, OBLI TIIATEIBHO PACCITPOILIEH, U
IIOJIYYUJI B Harpazay KoHdeTy. MHOIr'0o FTOBOPHUJIH O CTapPHKE U ero JXeHe, 0 TEMHOM Hapoze, 0
MaJIbllIe MeHece ¥ ero YepHOM KOTEHKE, 0 MOJIUTBE, KOTOPYI0 MeHec Bo3HeC HeOY, U 0 TOM,
YTO IIPOUCXOIUJIIO B Hebe BO BpeMS 3TOIM MOJIUTBEI, 06 MICUe3HOBEHUH KOIIEK B HOYb
OTOBITHSA KapaBaHa, X 0 TOM, UTO OBIJIO IT03Ke HAMIeHO B JOME IT0J, TEMHBIMHU JIEPEBbSIMU B
OTTAJIKMBAIOIIEM JBOPE.

U Torzma 6loprepnl OOCYAMIM 3TOT 3aMe4YaTeJIbHBINM 3aKOH, KOTOPBIH OOCYXZAIOT

TOproBLs! B Xadere U nmyTeuUreCTBEHHUKYU B Hupe: HY OOUH YeJI0BeK B Viibdape He MOXKET
yOUTD KOLIKY.

Ilepeeoo: Japvs HopdaHckas
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