['oBapa ®unnunc JlaBkpadt
Komku Yibs3apa

(The Cats of Ulthar)

ToBOpPAT, B YIb3ape, YTO PACIIONIOKEH 3a peKoi CKel, 3aIpelleHo YOUBaTh KOLIEK, U f
He HaXO0XXy 3TO CTPAaHHBIM, IJIAS Ha CBOEro KOTa, KOTOPHIM, MypJblya, I'PeeTcsd y ouara.
Benb KOIIKYU — CyleCcTBa TAMHCTBEHHBIE U 3HAIOT MHOr'Oe U3 TOrO, YTO JIIOAAM 3HATh He
maHo. Komrka — 3To Ayia gpeBHero EruIiTa, XxpaHUTeIbHUIIA 3a6BITHIX TpeJaHUI TOPOLOB
Mepo3s u Odupa. OHa — pOACTBEHHUIA IIOBEJIMTeJeN MKYHIJIeM, HaclegHUILA TaklH
opeBHeH, 3yoBeleit Appuku. COUHKC — ee ABOIOPOAHBIM O6paT, HO OHA ApeBHee COUHKCA U
IIOMHUT TO, UTO TOT YK€ HAIl0JIOBUHY 3a0bLII.

B Vip3ape elle A0 TOTO, KaK CTapeHIIMHBI ropojia 3aIlpeTIIN YOUBATH KOIIEK, JKUJI
HEKUH CTapHhK, KOTOPHIM HaXOOWJI YIOOBOJBCTBHE B TOM, UTO JIOBUJI U YMEPIIBJIAI
COCeICKUX KollleK. He 3Ha10, TOYEMY OH JeJjIajl 3TO, XOTS Belb MHOTHE He BBIHOCAT HOUHBIX
KOILIQYbHX BOIIJIeN M TEPIETh He MOTYT, KOTZa KOILIKYM KPaAyTCA B CyMepKax dyepe3 ABOP
Wiy caf. Kak 66 TaM HU OBUIO, a CTAPHUK U €r0 JXKeHa JIOBMJIU U C HacCJIaXKJeHHeM yOUBaIu
BCEX KOILIEK, IMOABJABIINXCA BOJIM3U HUX XM)KMHBI, a II0 BOIUIAM, KOTOpBhIE AOHOCHUIMCH
OTTyZa C HACTYIIJIEHHEM TEMHOTBI, COCEU MOTJIU JIETKO MOHSATB, YTO CIT0CO6 YMePIBIeHUS
OBIJI JKECTOK.

Cocefy, OAHAKO, HUKAK HE OTBa)XUBAJIMCh CIIPOCUTH 00 3TOM CTapHUKa U €ro JKEHY.
TopokaH WIyraJu U MpadyHOe BbIPa)XeHHe MX MOPUIMHUCTBIX JIUL, U MpPAadYHBIM BUJ HX
ybororo JXWJIHILA, CIIPATAHHOIO B TEHU PACKUIUCTHIX NYOOB B TIyOMHE 3aIyILIeHHOTO
nBopa. [IOHATHO, YTO BIaJebILIbI KOIIEK HEHABUEIHN 3Ty CTPAHHYIO Iapy, HO ellle 60JIbiIe
OHU 6OSITTUCH €€, U TIOTOMY He CTOJIBKO ITPOKJIMHAJIU JXECTOKUX YOUIII, CKOJIBKO 3200 THIINCH
0 TOM, YTOOBI 6aJIOBAaHHBIHM JTI0OMMEL] UJIU YCePAHBIN MBIIIEJIOB He 3abpeasl HEHAPOKOM BO
IBOP YeOUHEHHOM XVKHHBI I10J, TEeMHBIMU JepeBbsIMU Ho passe jerko ycneauth? Kourka
IIporazajia, U IIOC/e 3aX0oJa COJIHIIA CTpPaHHBIE 3BYKM JOHOCWJINCh U3 XMXKUHBI, U
HECYaCTHOMY XO3fMHY OCTaBaJIOCh JIMIIb IrOpeBaTh U OJIaromapuTh CyABOYy 3a TO, UTO,
IoJo6Has y4acTh He IIOCTUTJIA OGHOTO U3 ero JeTel. A Bce 3TO IIPOUCXOLUJIO TIOTOMY, YTO
HapoZ, B YJIb3ape JXWUJI IIPOCTOM U He BeZaJl, OTKyJa BIIepBbIe ITIOSIBUJIVCH KOLIKU.

OfHa)XZ bl KapaBaH 3araZloYHbIX CTPAHHHUKOB C IOra BCTYNIUII B Y3KHe YJIOYKU YiIb3apa.
CMyrible JIIOOU 3TH OBUIM HEIOXOXXW Ha JPYyrUX KOYEBBIX JIIOZEM, ABaXKABL B TOZ,
IIPOXOAUBIIMX dYepe3 ropof. OHM OCTAaHOBUJIMCH Ha PBIHOYHOM IIJIOMAAM U TaM
IIpeACcKa3bIBaIu CyZb0Y 3a cepebpo U CKyIaau SpKHe YKpaUleHUS Y MECTHBIX TOPrOBLIEB.
HuKTO He 3HaJ, OTKyZa POAOM 3TH KOYEBHUKM, U TODOKaHe AOBUJIHCh HEIOHATHBIM
MOJIMTBAM HX M CTPAaHHBIM PUCYHKaM Ha HX IIOBO3KaX — 4YeJ0BeYEeCKUM O¢HUIypaM C
rojIoBaMH KOLIEK, COKOJIOB, 6apaHOB U JIbBOB. A Ha r0OJIOBe IIpeJBOAUTENS KapaBaHa ObLI
CTPaHHBIN I'OJIOBHOM Y60, YKpallIeHHBIN POTaMU U JUCKOM MEXAY HUMHU.

B HeOOBIYHOM KapaBaHe ObII MaJIEHBKUM MaJIbYUK, KPYTJIBIM CHPOTA, KOTOPBIM
HUKOTZA He PacCTaBaJICS CO CBOMM YEpHBIM KOTEHKOM. UyMa JXeCTOKO 06oIuIach C
POAUTENIMU MaJIbYMKA, HO Y HETO OCTAJICA IMYLINCThIN MaJleHbKUI KOMOY€EK, CITOCOOHBIM
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YTELIUTh B IOpe, BeAb B TAaKOM BO3paCTe AETH €ellje CIIOCOOHBI MCKPEHHE paZloBaThCS
IIpOKa3aM 3a6aBHBIX MaJIEHbKUX KOTAT. [IOTOMY-TO ¥ CMYTJIBIM MaJIbYUK, KOTOPOI'O 3BaJIU
MeHec, cMesJICA ropa3fo 4Yalle, YeM IIJIaKaJ, C yTpa OO Bedyepa OH HIpaJl CO CBOUM
rPallMO3HBIM KOTEHKOM, CUA Ha CTYIIeHbKAaX MPUYYAJINUBO pa3pHUCOBAaHHOI'0 QyproHa.

KaK-TO yTPOM, CITyCTS TPU LHA IIOCJIE TOrO, KaK CTPaHHUKU IIPULLIIH B VIb3ap, MeHec
He HallleJl CBoero JobuMia. Korga oH ropbKO IUIaKajl MOCPeAW PBIHOYHOMN IJIOLIAZLH,
KaKye-TO ropoykKaHe pacCKasaId eMy O CTapHKe, U O ero JXeHe, U 0 3ByKax, pa3faloL[iuxcs B
HOYM. VCiabIIaB 06 3ToM, MeHee TIepecTaj IIJIakKaTb, CJ€3bl €ro CMEHHJIHCH
3ayMUYHBOCTBIO, @ 3aT€M — MOJMUTBONH. OH MPOCTHpAZ PYKH K COJHIy U MOJIMJICA Ha
A3BIKe, KOTOPOT'O JKUTEJIH ropofa He IIOHUMAJIH, fa U BPAZ JIU IBITAJUCh IOHATD, IIOTOMY
YTO BCE BHMMaHMHe MX OBIJIO ITPUKOBAHO K 06JIakaM KOTOpBIE CTaliM BAPYT IIPUHUMATh
cTpaHHble GOPMEBI. B TO yTpo o6yaka ¥ caMu I0 cebe OBUIM MPUYYLIUBBI, HO KOTZa
MaJIBYHK MOJIMJICSA, BCEM ITOYYLUIOCH, YTO M3 HUX HadyaJIX BBUIEIIMBAThCI IIPHU3PAYHBIE
$UTYPhI HEKUX XMMEPHUUYECKUX CYIIECTB, YBeHYaHHbIX AUCKAaMH MeXIy poraMu. [Ipupozaa
OBIBaET leipa Ha UJIJIIO3UH, KOTOphIe 6yAST BOOOparkeHHe.

B Ty JXKe HOYb CTPAaHHUKU IIOKMHYJIM VYiIb3ap U HUKoOrjga Oosiblie Tyga He
BO3BpAlllaJIMCh. A JKUTEJIU BCIIOJOLIMJINCH, 3aMeTHB BJIDPYI, YTO BO BCEM TIOpojJe He
OCTaJIOCh HU OJHOM KOWIKU. KoIIKku, 60Jbllive ¥ MajeHbKUe, YepHBIe, Cephle, II0JIOCAThIE,
pBDXMe U 6esble, MCUE3IU U3 Bcex AoMoB. CTapblii KpaHOH, OyproMuCTp, HE COMHEBaJICS,
YTO 3TO CMYTJIBIN HApOJ, MCTA 32 YOUIMCTBO KOTeHKa MeHeca, yBeJI KOIIEK C CO60H. Tomuit
JXKe HoTapuyc HUT rogo3peBasl B CIyYUBIIEMCS CTAPHUKA U ero JXeHY, BeJlb X HEHaBUCTb K
KOLIKaM 6bIIa M3BECTHA BCEM U JIeHb OTO JHS ITPOSBIIAJIACh Bce 6osee mep3ro. OJHAKO U
Tellepb HUKTO B TOPO/Jie He pellasicd ITOTPeBOXKUTS 3JI0BELIyI0 I1apy, Aake HECMOTPA Ha To,
4YTO CBIH COZepyKaTesd ITOCTOSJIOTO ABOpa, MaJIeHbKUM ATaJl, KJIAJCH, YTO BYepa Ilepej,
3aX0Z0M COJIHIIA OH BHJeJI, KaK BCe KOLIKU Yib3apa MeAJIEHHO U TOP)XeCTBEHHO, CJIOBHO
coBeplIasg KaKOK-TO HEBUAAHHBIN 3BEpUHBIN PUTYyaJl, IIapaMU OKPY’KaJIi CO BC€X CTOPOH
IIPOKJIATYIO XWIKMHY. ECIM U BepHUTh ClI0BaM MaJIeHbKOro ATajia, TO BBIXOLUJIO TaK, UTO
CTpalllHble CTapHK{ OKOJIZOBaJIM BCeX KOLIeK B Tropoje X yMepTBHIU UX. ITO
IIpeATI0NIOKEHMe ellle 6oJiee IPHOABUIIO CTPaxXy B AYLIN FOPOXKaH.

B 6eccryIbHOM 37106€ JIOXKUIUCH JIIOAU CIIATh B TY HOUB, HO KOTZA YTPOM IIPOCHYJIUCH —
BOT TaK WITyKa! Bce KOLIKM BEpPHYJMUCh B CBOU JoMa! Bosiblivie ¥ MajeHbKUE, YEpPHBIE,
cepble, I0JIOCaThle, PBDKUE U Oeyble — Bce ObIIM Ha MecTe. HO KaKUMU CBITBIMU U
ZIIOBOJIBHBIMU Ka3aJIMCh OHU, KaK 3ByYHO OHU MYpJIbIKaIu! VIMBIEHUIO TOPOJKaH He ObIIO0
npefiena. Ho caMbIM CTPaHHBIM B 3TOM ITPOUCIIECTBUU TOPOXKaHE HAXOJUIU TO, YTO BCE
KaK OZHA KOIIKH OTKAa3BIBAJIMChH €CTh, HE IIPUKACAIUCH JaXKe K JII0OMMOMY MOJIOKY. Llebix
IBa IHS JIEXKAJIU KOLUIKY ropozia Viib3apa, Ipesich Ha COJTHBILIKE WJIH y oYara.

U TOJIBKO HEZEJII0 CIIyCTS ropoykaHe 06paTUIN BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO B OKHaX XMIKHUHBI
II0JT TEMHBIMH [AEPEBBAMU B CyMepKax He 3a)KUraloTcs OrHu. Torga-to Toimuit HUT u
BCIIOMHMJI, YTO HUKTO He BUJE€JI HU CTapUKa, HU €ro JKEeHy C TOM CaMOM HOYM, KOrza
IIpONaJIM KOLIKU. CaM OYypProMHUCTP CIIYCTS HeZAEJI0 OTBAKUJICS HAKOHEIl U II0 HOJTY
CIYXOBI OTHPAaBHJICA HABECTUTh 3TO CTPaHHOE JKMJIMIIE, NPUXBATHB C CO6OM U3
IIPeOCTOPOXXKHOCTU Ky3Hela IllaHa u KaMHeTeca Tyjia B KauecTBe MOHATHIX. Korga oHu
B3JIOMaJIM BETXYIO ABEPbH, UX B30paM IIpPeCTaii ABa HAYMCTO OOTJIOJAHHBIX CKejeTa U
HEeOOBIYHBIE JKYKHU, KOIIOIIMBIINECS B TEMHBIX yTJIaX.
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Ciyyay 3TOT IIOPOLUJI MHOXXECTBO CIIOPOB CpPeIU YJIEHOB T'OPOJZCKOM yIIpaBhl Vib3apa.
CrnepoBaTenb llaT BCce HUKAK He COIVIAlIaJICA C XyZABIM HoTapuycoMm HutoM, KpaHOHa,
IllaxHa ¥ Tyna My4dasi 6€CKOHEUHBIMHM pacCIpocaMy. MaJIeHbKUM JKe ATaJl, CBIH XO3gHMHa
IIOCTOSJIOTO IBOpPa, TOXe OBUI OOCTOATENIPHO JOIIPOLIEH, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
BO3HarpaXkJieH CJIaAoCTSIMU. JoNro elle B Iopojie BCIIOMUHA/JIM CTapUKa M €ro JKEHY,
KapaBaH CMYIJIBIX CTPAaHHHKOB, MaJIEHbKOTO MeHeca, ero Y4epHOTO KOTeHKa U HeOeCHbIe
BUIEHUS, TIOSBJIABIINECS BO BPEMS €r0 MOJIUTBBI, BCIIOMHUHAJIN U II0BEZleHHE KOIIEK B Ty
HOYB, KOTAA KapaBaH IMOKWHYJ IOpoJ, U CTPAIIHYI0 HaXOZKy, 0OHAPYXEHHYIO B XMIKUHE
IIOJ, TEMHBIMU e PEBBSIMU.

A B pe3yJybTaTe rOpoACKas yIpaBa IPUHSAJIA 3TOT 3aMeYaTe/IbHBIN 3aKOH, KOTOPBIM
II0TOM OOCYIKJa/IX TOPTOBLIBI B ['a3ero u myTeleCTBEHHUKU B Hupe, a UMEHHO: HUKTO He
MMeeT ITpaBa YOUTh KOIIKY B Yib3ape.

Ilepegod: Hzopb JleswuH
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