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(The Cats of Ulthar)

T'oBOPAT, B ropojiKe YTape, KOTOPBIM HAXOAUTCA 3a peKoi CKal, 3ampeliaeTcsa yoOuBaTh
KOIIEK. I 0XOTHO Bepio B TAKOM 3aIIpeT, IV, KaK MOM KOT ¢ 6J1a)KeHHBIM MYpJIBIKaHbEM
PaCIIOJIOKUJICA Y KaMHHA. B KOLIKax eCTh HEYTO TAUHCTBEHHOE, CPOSHU BOJILIEOCTBY,
HEeBUAUMOMY uejoBeueckoMy riasy. Kowika - gyuia JlpeBHero Erumra, XpaHUTeJIbHUIIQ
IIpelaHuM 3a0BITHIX TOPOZOB B Mepos u Odupe. OHA OJHOM KPOBHU C LIApSAMU IIKYHTJIEH,
IIpeeMHUIa TalH ApeBHEN MpayHOM APpuku. COUHKC - ee JBOIOPOLHBIN 6paT U TOBOPUT
Ha ee A3bIKe, HO KOIIKA JpeBHee COUHKCA U IIOMHUT TO, YTO OH 3aI1aMATOBAJL.

Jlo TOro Kak B VyITape HaJIOXKWIH Taby Ha YOUMCTBO KOLIEK, TaM JXUJI OeHAK C JKEHOM.
OHH C KaKOH-TO 3JI0M paZl0OCThI0 CTABUJIU JIOBYIIKH M YOUBAJIU COCEICKUX KOIIEK. [IpUYrHa
MHe HEHU3BEeCTHA, XOTS MHOTHMEe He BBIHOCAT KOIIAYbUX BOIUIEHM II0 HOYaM, MHOTHUM He
HPaBHUTCSA, KaK KOILIKY KPaAyTCSa B CyYMeEpKax IT10 YyKUM JBOpaM U cajaM. Ho kakoBa 661 HU
ObUIa IIPUYMHA, CTAPUKU C YAOBOJBCTBUEM OTJIABJIMBAIU U YOUBAIU JIOOYIO KOIIKY,
OpOZMBIIYI0 BO3JIe HUX JAYyyrd, U II0 OTYASHHOMY BU3Ty B TEMHOTE TOpPOJXKaHE
DOTaABIBAJIMCh, YTO YOUMCTBO 6BLI0 U30L[PeHHBIM. COCEIU U He ITBITAIUCh O6BACHUTHCA CO
CTAapUKOM M €r0 JXEHOM: BCEX OTIIyTMBAJIU HX CMOpPILIEHHBIE 3JIbl€ JIUIA, U HUKOMY He
XOTEJIOCHh 3aXOAUTh B TEMHYIO JIAUyTY 107, Pa3pOCUINMUCS Ay6aMU B UX 3aIyIIeHHOM Cazy.
I[To mpaBJe roBOps, CTpax Iepef, CTapUKaMU IIE€PEeCHINBAJI HEIIPHUA3Hb K HUM U, BMECTO
TOTO YTOOBI KaK CJIeAyeT OTPyraTh 0e3’KaJIOCTHBIX YOMIL, X03sg€Ba KOLIEK CTApaIHCh He
TIOZITYCKAaTh CBOMX JIOOGUMIEB 6JIM3KO K MX TEMHOMY JKMUJIMILY. A €CJIM II0 HeJZOCMOTPY
KOILIKA U IIpoIlafiajia, ¥ B HOYM pas3ZaBaJIUCh OTYAasSHHBIE BOIUIM, BJIaAEJIbL[bI TOPECTHO
OTIJIAKMBAJIM CBOIO ITOTEPIO U GJIarofapuiau Cynbby, UTO MOTEPSIU KOIIKY, a He pebeHKa.
Beb )XKUTENU YIITapa I10 IIPOCTOTE AYIIEBHOM He 33aJyMbIBAJINCh, OTKYZa B3SIJIUChH KOLIKH.

OnHa)XIbl Ha Y3KUX MOIIEHHBIX OYJIBDKHUKOM YJIHILAM VIITapa MOSBUINCH QYPrOHEI C
HeBeJJOMBIMU CTPaHHHKaMU. TeMHOKOJXMe JIIOJY, IIpHexXaBllle C I0Ta, He IIOXOAUJIX Ha TeX,
YTO ITpOE3JKaJIM Yepe3 rOPOJOK ABaXKBI B roZl. OHU OCTaHOBUJIMCH Ha PRIHOYHOM ILIOIIALH,
IIpeACKa3bIBaJIU 33 CepebpsiHbIe MOHETKU CYABOY U IOKYIaIN Y TOPTOBLIEB SPKHE OYCHI.
HUKTO He 3HaJI, U3 KaKOM CTPaHBl OHU IIPUOBUIM, HO TOpPOXXaHE NUBUJIMCH MOJIUTBAM,
KOTOpbIe OHU BO3HOCHWJIM, U CTPAHHBIM H300paykeHUAM II0 60KaM QyproHOB: TaM OBIIU
HaMaJIeBaHbl JIIOOU C KOIIAYbUMM, OPJIMHBIMM, OapaHbUMHU U JIBBUHBIMU TOJIOBaMH. A
BOJKJb ITPULIEJIbIIEB HOCUJI HAa TOJIOBE YOOP C ABYMSA POraMU U JUKOBHHHBIM JVICKOM MEX
HUMMU.

BBl ¢ HUMM MaJIbYUK-CHpPOTa C YepHBIM KOTEeHKOM. YyMa He Iolllafuja MaJbllIa,
OCTaBUB €My B yTelLIeHU’e TOJIbKO YePHBIM ITYLINCTHIN KoMoUYeK. Ho fj1s pebeHKa U YepHBIN
KOTEHOK OBLI O0TpazZoi. MaJIbuOHKa, KOTOPOI'O0 TEMHOKOXXHE CTPaHHUKM Ha3bIBIU MeHec,
yaile yJbIbasyics, YeM IIJIaKaJl, UTpasd C Pe3BBIM KOTEHKOM Ha CTYIIEHbKaxX CTPaHHO
Pa3pHCOBAaHHOIO $yproHa.
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Ha TpeTre yTpo B ViITape MaJbUMK XBaTHJICA CBOET0 KOTEHKA M rOpPbKO 3aIljIaKasl. Ha
PBIHOYHOM IUIOLIAAY TOpO’KaHe pacCKasajly eMy IIpO CTapHKa U CTapyxy, IIpO HOYHBIE
KOIIIaYbH BOILIM. YCIIBIIIAB UX PacCKa3, MaJIbYMK 3aZyMaJics, a IIOTOM IIPOU3HEC MOJIUTBY.
IIpOTAHYB PYKH K COJIHILYy, OH MOJIMJICA Ha YyXXOM f3bIKe, HEIIOHATHOM TrOpOJKaHaM.
CoOCTBEHHO, OHU U He IIBITAJINCH ITOHATH MaJIbBYMKa: BCE CTOSJIM, 3aLpaB I'OJIOBY K HEOY, U
IUBUJIMCH, KaKHe MPUYyIauBble GOPMBI IIPUHUMAIOT 0b6jIaka. VIUBUTEIBHO, HO CTOUJIO
MaJIbYUKy IIPOM3HECTH MOJIUTBY, KaK Ha Hebe cTanmu cobupaTbca obiiaka, MpUHUMAS
bopMBI CTpPaHHBIX CYIIEeCTB C poraMH M AHWCKOM MeX HMMHU. Ho Impupoza uiefpa Ha
BBIZYMKU JJI1S JIIOAEM C BOOOparkeHUeM.

B TOT Beuep Ipue3KUE ITOKUHYIU VITap, U Oojiblile UX HUKOTZA He BUAETU. A
MeCTHBbIe JXUTeJIM BCIIOJIOLIMIIKNCh: BO BCEM I'OpojiKe He OCTaJIOCh HU OJHOM KOLIKU. Bce
KOTBI M KOIIKM KaK CKBO3b 3€MJII0 IIPOBAJIUJIUCEH - OOJIBIIME U MaJIeHbKUe, YEpHBIE,
IbBIMYaThIe, PpDKYeE, 6esble, moocaThie. CTapbiii 6yproMuctp KpsHoH 60JKUIICS, YTO KOIIEK
yBE3JIU TEMHOKOXHE B OTMECTKy 3a YyOWUTOrOo KOTeHKa MeHeca, U IIPOKJIMHAI
Yy)KeCTpaHLIeB U MaJlb4yMIIKy. Ho HHUT, TOLUM HOTapuyC, 3adBUJI, YTO y Hero Ha
IIOA03pEeHHUH CTapyUK CO CTapyXOH: Bce 3HAIT IIPpO0 MX HEHAaBUCTh K KOLIKaM MU
BO3paCTAOUIyI0 Zep30CTh. TeM He MeHee HUKTO He peluicsi OOBUHUTH B YOUMCTBe
3JI0BellyI0 ITapOyYKy, Jayke KOTAa MaJIleHbKUM ATaJl, ChIH X03fiMHA TOCTHUHUILIBI, TIOKJIAJICS,
YTO BUJIEJI KOLIEK B UX PaCIIpOKJIATOM ABope. ITo ero cioBaM, BCe KOLIKHU ITapaMy XOOWUIHU
BOKPYT CTapUKOBOM JIauyTH, 6yATO CoBepllIas KaKOM-TO HEC/IBIXaHHBIN 3BepUHBIN 06ps,.
FopokaHe He 3HaJIM, CTOUT JIM BEPUThb pacckasy pebeHKa. KoOHeuHO, 3710eM MOTJIHU
KOJIZOBCTBOM YMEPTBUTH BCEX KOILIEK, HO YK JIy4llle JOXKAATbCA, KOTZa OHU BBIUAYT U3
CBOEro Mpa4yHoOr'o IIaKOCTHOTO ABOpa.

[TozaBUB 6€CCUIBHYIO 3JI00Y, YITAPLIbl YCHYJIH, @ HAYTPO - XOTHUTE BEPbTE, XOTUTE HET -
BCe KOIIKM VIITapa CHIAENH Y POAHBIX 04aroB. Bojbliye U MaJeHbKUe, JbIMYAThIE, PBIKUE,
besble, II0JIOCAThIE - BCe 0 OAHOM! Bce OHU OBIIU CBITBHIE U IVIaJKHE Ha BUJI U 6JIaKEeHHO
MypJAbIKanu. [opokaHe TOJBKO AWBY OaBajIMCh, MepecyfaM He 6bII0 KOHLA. CTaphli
Kp3HOH CHOBa 60KMJICA, YTO KOLIEK YBE3JIM TEMHOKOXUE: OT CTAPUKOB OHU OBI JXUBBIMU
He BBIOpaIMCh. Bce COIIIKMCEH Ha OJJHOM: KOIIKM He eJIM MfACa ¥ He TIUIX MOJIOKA - BOT B 4YeM
3aragKa. U ABa OHS KpALy CHIThIe JIEHHUBBIE KOIIKY YJITapa, He IIPUTParuBasich K MHULIE,
IpeMaJld y ouara My Ha COJTHBIILKE.,

IIpoina Hezesnd, U JXUTEIU rOpofKa CIIOXBAaTHUJIMCh, UYTO BeyepaMH B Jjlauyre IO
Pa3sBeCUCTHIMU Ay6aMU He 3a’KUTaloT cBeT. [IoToM Towmuii HUT 3aMeTHII, YTO CTApUK U
CTapyxa He IIOKa3bIBaJIMCh Ha JIIOJAX C TeX II0pP, KaK IIPOoIlaJu KOLIKH. Ellle yepes Hezel0
OyproMHCTp IIPEOJOjIesl CBOM CTpaxX U pelIUs HaBeJaThCS BTUXYIO OOUTENb IIO JOJTY
CIIy>k651. HO OH IIpelyCMOTPUTEIBHO B35JI C COO0M ABYX CBUIeTeNeH - III3HTa, Ky3Hela, U
Tasa, pe3uyrKa Mo KaMHIO. OHU CJIOMaJH TOHKYIO ABepb, U BOT KaKad MM OTKpBIJIach
KapTuHA. Ha rIMHOGUTHOM I10JIY JIEXKAIU IBA YMCTO OOTJIOaHHBIX CKEJIeTa, a IT0 TEMHBIM
yrjaM I0JI3ajiy CTPaHHBIE JKYKHU.

B ropomke Hauaauch Iepecypnpl. CiemoBaTesb IO YrOJIOBHBIM JejlaM 3aT JLOJITO
coBewlaysici ¢ HUTOM, TOLIMM HOTapuycOoM. IIOTOM OH 6YKBaJIbHO 3acChIllajl BOIIPOCAMU
KpsHoHa, llI3Hra 1 Tana. JoIpoCcHUIIH Jake MaJIEeHbKOIro ATaja, CbIHa X03IMHAa IT0CTOAJIOTO
ABOpa, ¥ Jajlu eMy B Harpazy jefeHell. Pa3rosop 1iej 0 CTApUKe U CTapyxe, 0 TEMHOKOXUX
CTpaHHUKAX, IIpHexaBUIuX B QyproHe, 0 MaJbuHUlllke MeHece U ero YepHOM KOTEHKe, O
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MOJIUTBe MeHeca U o6j1akax Ha Hebe BO BpeMAa MOJINTBHEI, 006 MCUYE3HOBEHHH KOIIIEK U O TOM,
YTO HAIlIJIU B JIa4yTe II0L ,T.I;Y6aMI/I B ITPOKJIATOM OBOPE.

U B 3aBeplIeHUE BCEX ]I TOPOKaHe IIPUHSIIU 3aKOH, O KOTOPOM TOJIKYIOT TOPTOBILIBI B
XaTere ¥ MyTHUKHU B HUpe, - 3aKOH, 3aIpellaoiinii yoUBaTh KOIIEK B ViITape.
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