['oBapa ®unnunc JlaBkpadt
Komku I'opona Yibsrap

(The Cats of Ulthar)

Paccka3bpIBalOT, UYTO B ropojzie VJbTap, YTO HaXOZUTCS Ha ApPyroM bepery peku CKaH,
HUKTO He MMeeT IIpaBa yOMBATh KOLIEK. I B 3TOM BIIOJIHE YOeXKIeH, TaK KaK B JaHHBIHN
MOMEHT PAZOM CO MHOM BO3JIe KaMHUHa 6€3MATEIXHO CITUT MypJIbIKalolIee CyliecTBo. Koirka
- TAaUMHCTBEHHOe co3fZaHue. OHa MOXeT 3aMeyaTh U BUJETH Bellll, HENOJABJIACTHBIE
yeJjioBeKy. He sBisieTCA JIM KOILIKAa BOILJIOLIeHWEM 3arafodyHou AyIIU ApeBHero Erumra u
repoeM MYZAPBIX U 3a0BITBIX CKa30K Mepoe u Odupa? Bojiee TOro, pa3 KOLIKU ITOSBUIUCDH B
IDKYHIJIAX, OHU SBJAIOTCA HACIeJHUKAMU TaMH TEMHOM M 0ecIloKOMHONM AJpuKU. A
3arafouyHblii CUHKC, pa3Be OH He OIIDKAMIINM POJACTBEHHUK KOLWIKMH? OHU I'OBOPAT Ha
OZHOM f3BbIKe, HO KOIIIKAa JpeBHee CBOero MOTyIlleCTBEHHOI'O0 POACTBEHHNKA, U OHA XPaHUT
B CBOEM ITaMATH TO, YTO CPUHKC yiKe 3a6bIII.

B VibTape, elle 3aJ0Jro A0 BBeAEHUS 3aKOHA, 3allpelaBIIero YHUYTOXXaThb KOIIEK,
JKUJIU CTapblii KPEeCTbSHHWH UM ero jXeHa. OHU HCHBITBIBAJIM OTPOMHOE YIOBOJIBCTBUE,
yCTpauBas KECTOKYIO OXOTY: CTaBUJIM Ha KOLIEK KalKaHbI, a 3aTeM yOuBaau ux. [louemy
3TU JIIOAY 3aHUMAJIMCh CTOJb 6e306pasHbIM U MOAJIBIM HCTpebiieHHueM 6e33allUTHBIX
JKUBOTHBIX? fI He 3Ha0. MHOrHe MPeJB3ITO OTHOCATCSA K KOIIKaM U He MOTyT 6e3 cTpaxa U
BOJIHEHUSA BUZETH UX B CyMepKax, 6eCIIyMHO CKOJIb3AIIHX 110 ABOPY WU cazy. Bo3MOXKHO,
Cympy)XecKas 4YeTa MCIIBIThIBajia TaKHe yXe 4yBcTBa? O4YeHb YaCTO CMEPTEIbHBIH KPHK
TIOMABIIEr0 B JIOBYIIKY 3BepsA MPOHU3BIBAJ TIYOOKYH HOYb, HapylLIasd ee CIIOKOMCTBHE.
Cocegu myMaji, YTO CTapHK M €ro JXKeHa pacIiojlaraloT 0CO6bIM MPUCIIOCOGIEHUEM IJIS
VHUYTOXXEHUSA KolleK. Hazio cka3aTs, 4To 6e306pas3Hble MOPIIMHUCTHIE JIUIL[a CTApUKA U €ro
JKeHBbI HAaBOAMJIU Y)KacC Ha JXUTeJIel ropoja. Biagenpibl KOIIEK He TOJIbKO BO3HEHABUETH
X0351€B MaJIEHbKOM XMIKUHBI, YKPBIBABLIEHCA I10J, CTOJIETHUMHU Ay6aMH 3a 3a6polIeHHBIM
IyCThIPEM, OHHU 6OSAIHCh UX. 1 BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI YIIMYUTh YOUIL] U OTKPHITO BHICTYIIUTD
IPOTUB HUX, COCEAY CTAPaIHCh CAEIATH TaK, YTOOBI JXMBOTHBIE HE ITPUOIHKAIUCE K STOMY
3JI0BelleMy JOMY. U ecliM BCce-TaKM KaKas-HUOYIb KOLIKA II0 HEOCTOPOKHOCTH ITOIafaja B
3allafHI0O ¥ €ee HEeCYaCTHBIA XO03AWH CJBIIAJ] I10 HOYAM IIPOH3UTE/IBHBIA KPHK, €My
0CTaBaJIOCh JIUILB yTellaThcsA, 6i1aromapsa CyAbOy, YTO ITpOIIaBlLIee CYIIECTBO OBIIO BCETO
JIMIIB JXUBOTHBIM, a He ero pe6eHKoM. TaK KaK CpeAy KUTeJek YabTapa 6b110 MaJIo JII0Lei
06pa3oBaHHBIX, TO ¥ MaJIO, KTO 3HaJI, OTKYAa ITPOUCXOLUIU KOLIKE.

OZHaKABI II0 Y3KMM MOIIEHBIM yIWIlaM Topofia IIpolllesl KapaBaH. YyKeCcTpaHIIbI
MMeJIu CMYTJIBIM 1IBeT KOXXU U BHEIIHe COBCeM He ITOXOAWJIU Ha TeX TOProBLieB, YTO ABa
pasa B rof, MOSBJISAINUCEH B YiabTape. 3a HeOOJbIIYIO IIJIATy BHOBB IIPUOBIBIINE YCTPaUBaIU
Becejble IIpeJiCTaBJIeHMS Ha pPBIHOYHOM IUJIOLIQJM, IIOTelllaJld HapoZ, CMeIIHBIMU
HCTOPUAMY, a cebe IMOKyIaIU AelieBble CTEKIAHHBIe 6yChbl. HUKTO He MOT CKa3aTh, OTKya
OHU TIPULIIY, TJe UX POAUHA. MeCTHBIX JXUTeJlel YAUBJAIO IOBeJeHNe YYXXaKOB U HX
CTpaHHbIE MOJIMTBBL I[lepeBIIKHBIE KPBITble OYPTOHYUKU IIyTELIECTBEHHUKOB OB
pPa3pUCOBAaHBl HM300pa)KEHUSIMU TaWHCTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB, UMEBLIUX TEJO YeJIOBEKa, a
rOJIOBY KOIIKM, COKoOJia, 6apaHa ¥ JibBa. [IpelBOAUTENb 3TOTO KapaBaHa HOCUJI LIATIKY,
YKpalIeHHYO0 I1apo¥ poroB HEM3BECTHOTI'O 3Beps. BMecTe ¢ KapaBaHOM ITPUOBII MaJIEHbKU M
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MaJIbYUK-cUpoTa. YyMa He MMOUaAWIa ero 6/iu3KuX. OH JXUJI CpeJy B3POC/IBIX U Ka3aJCs
OLWHOKUM U 3a6pOLIEHHBIM. BCI0 CBOI0 HEXHOCTH U IIPUBS3aHHOCTh MaJIBIII IIEpEeHEeC Ha
O4YapoBaTEeJIPHOI'O, YEPHOIr'0, KaK yroyib, KoTeHKa. Korja Thl elle coBceM MaJl, Cynabba
TIoMoraeT GBICTPO HAaMTH yTellleHVe B BHUAe 6eClleYHO pe3BSLIerocs KOTeHKa. JIIogu U3
KapaBaHa Has3bIBaJM MajbuyraHa MeHecoM. JIMII0O MaJjbllla 03apSJIOCh CYACTJIMBOM
YJIBIOKOM, KOTZA OH UTpaJl CO CBOMM IYUINCTHIM IPYIKXKOM IIPSIMO Ha CTYIIEHBKAX SPKO
paspucoBaHHOro ¢yproHa. Ha TpeTuil JeHb CBoero IpebbpIBaHUsA B YiabTape MeHee He
HallleJI CBOero yobumiia. KoTeHoK ucues.

JKuTtenu ropoga, cobpaBlIrecs Ha PBIHOYHOM IUIOLIAAHU, C JKAJIOCTBI0O CMOTPEIH Ha
TOPBKO phIfaiollero pebeHka. Y Korga eMy paccKasalli O JKeCTOKHUX UCTPebJIEHHUIX KOLIEK,
a IJIaBHOE O ITPOH3UTEJIBHBIX KPHUKaX, KOTOPble HECJIUCh CO CTOPOHBI CTPAIIHOTO JOMa
ITPOLIJION HOYBI0, MAJIBILI IE€pPeCcTay IIakaTh. OH IIPUHAJICA MOJIUTBCSA, BOSHOCA PYKU K
COJIHIIY U LlIeIT4a CJIOBA Ha HEIIOHATHOM JJIf JXUTeJIel VIbTapa SA3bIKe.

B TOT ke MOMEHT 06JiaKa, IUIBIBYLIHE II0 HeOy, ITPUHAIN HEOOBIYHBIE U 3JIOBEIHe
oyepTaHuA. OHM HAalIOMUHAJIU Pa3MBbIThIe U HESACHBIE CUIY3ThI 9K30TUUYECKHX PAaCTeHUHN U
HEBUJAHHBIX JKUBOTHBIX, YBEHUAHHBIX KOJIBLIOM C poraMu. IIpupoja HHOTZA JHOOUT
co3maBaTh IIOJOOHBIE HEOOBIYHBIEe 06pa3bl, YTOOBI IIOPA3UTh JIOAel, HaAeleHHBIX
6oraTbIM BooOpakeHHEM. B Ty JKe HOUb Iy TelIeCTBEHHUKU MTOKUHYJIU YIbTap, U HUKOTAA
60JIBliIe HE BO3BPALIaJIUCh B HETO.

Ha ciegyioliee yTpo OLIEIOMJIEHHBIE JKUTEJIN 0OHAPYI)KHUJIHM, YTO BCE KOLUIKU HCYE3JIU
13 ropojia. OTU JOMAlIHUE JKUBOTHBIE ITOKUHYJIN 00)KUThIE MecTa. MajieHbKUeE, 60IbLINE,
TOJICThIE, XyAble, YePHBIE, CEPBIe, PPIKUE U IT0JIOCATHIE KOLIKHU - BCE K0 eIUHOM - 6ecciiefHO
rponiasiy. Ctapbiyi KpaHOH, 6yproMUCTp TOpoAa, KJISJICS BCEMU 60raMH, YTO 3TO CMYTIJIbIe
JIIOAYU W3 KapaBaHa YBeJIU C COO0M Bcex KOIIEK, YTOOBI OTOMCTUTH 32 CMEPTh KOTEHKaA
MeHeca, ¥ OH IIPOKJIMHAJ U KapaBaH, U MaJIeHbKOT'0 CUPOTY.

HuT, Wynaslii HOTapuycC, HAob0OpOT, 3asABUJ, 4YTO, 6€3 COMHEHUS, peuydb HJeT 00
YKaCHOM U OTBPAaTUTEJIPHOM OYEPENHOM IIOCTYIIKE CTapUKa U €ero JXeHbl, HEHaBUCTH
KOTOPBIX K YETBEPOHOTMM CyllecTBaM He ocyabeBasa. OJHAKO HUKTO U3 JXUTEJIEHM He
OCMeJUJICS OOBUHUTH B 3TOM I'HYCHOM U IIOJJIOM IIPECTYIJIEHUU CYIIPYIKECKYIo ueTy 6e3
ZIIOKa3aTenbCTB. CBHIH TPaKTHPLIMKA ATaj yBepsJ BCEX, UTO BUJEJ COOCTBEHHBIMU
IJIa3aMHU, KaK HOYbIO BCE KOLIKU I'OpoZa COOpaINCh Ha IMIYCThIPE Y 3JI0CYACTHON XMIKUHBI.
Ho KTO MOI' IIOBEPUTH PacCKa3ly MaJbYUIIKK? OH HACTAMBaJI Ha TOM, YTO BCE KOLIKU
TOP)XECTBEHHO U YMHHO OKPYXWJIM IBYX M3 HUX, CJIOBHO BBINOJIHSS HEU3BECTHBIN
pUTYaJI, U B TAKOM ITOPSAZKe HAIIPaBUJIUCH K IOMY, I'Zie UX XA aJia CMEPTh.

Ho >kuTenu YipTapa 604IMCh, YTO CTAPHK U €0 JKeHa MOTJIM HaBEeCTH ITOPYy Ha KOTOB,
YTO U IIPUBEJIO UX K TMOEeIH. A MOXXET 3THU CTpalllHble JIOAY BJIaZesu TAaWHOM APYroro
KOJIZOBCTBA WJIU IPOKIATHA? II03TOMY OHU HE TOPOIIMJIUCH IIOCETUTDH ITOT IIPOKJISATHIM
ZoM. OHU HaZesJIMCh, YTO MYJK U JXKE€HA CaMM BBIMAYT U3 CBOEr0 MPAYHOI'o yOeKUIa Ha
yJIULy, U TOTZA OHU OCHINAT UX yIIpekaMu. [opon 3acCHYJI B THEBHOM OXUZaHUU. Ho Ha
paccBeTe CJIEAYIOLIETr0 JHSA CBEPLIMJIOCh YYZO: KOIIKM BHOBb BEPHYJIHCh B TOPOZ.
MaJieHbKMe, O0JIBIIINE, TOJICThIE U Xy ble, CEpble, YepHBIe, PhIJKME U IT0JI0CAThIE, BCE KOIIKHU
BEPHYJIMCh K CBOUM XO03sieBaM. KOIIKYM MYpJIBIKAIX OT YZOBOJIBCTBUSA, UMEJIN CHITHIM U
ZIOBOJIBHBIMN BUJ,. JKUTEHU 00CY)KAAIN 3TO COOBITHE U TEPSJIMCE B IorafgKax. BypromMmucTp
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YTBepP)KZaJI, YTO ITO JeJI0 PYK CMYTJIBIX YyKeCTPaHI[eB U3 KapaBaHa, TaK KaK BCEM OBLIO
M3BECTHO, YTO KOLIKU HUKOrZia He BO3BpalllaJIMCh JXUBBIMU U3 CTPAIIHOI'O IOMa CTApHUKa U
€ro JXeHBbI. bbIJI0 MHOT'0O CIIOPOB.

Bce 3aMeTMJIM, UTO KOLIKM ITOCJIe BO3BpalleHHS K X03feBaM He IPHUKacaluCh HU K
OI041IaM C MOJIOKOM, HU K CBOMM IoOXxJIe6KaM. U 3To 6BUIO O4YeHb CTpaHHO. KOIIKMU
OTKa3bIBaJIUCh IIPUHUMATD ITHILY ellle B TeYeHHEe OBYX AHEH, OHU JIEHUBO T'PeIMCh Ha
COJIHBIIIKE BO3JI€ CBOMX JKWJIHIL. BCKOpe JXUTENIU CTalH YOUBIATBCA TOMY, YTO B OKHE
XWKUHBI CYIIPYTOB HECKOJIBKO OHEHM II0 BeyepaM He TOPUT cBeT. HoTapuyc o6paTui
BHUMaHHe Ha TO, YTO IIOCJIE TAMHCTBEHHOI'O HCYE3HOBEHMS KOLIEK HUKTO HU pa3y He
BUJEJI HYU CTapUKa, HU ero JXeHsbl. CIIyCTH ellle OAHY HeZei0 6yproMHUCTD, ITPEOL0JIEB CBOM
CTpax, HAITPABUJICS B 3JIOTIOJYYHYIO XIKUHY, IPUHAB BCE MEPHI ITPELOCTOPOIKHOCTHU. Ero
COTIPOBOXKAANN JBa CBUAETeNA - Ky3Hel lllaT u kKameHoTec Ty Korga oHM B3JIOMaiu
IBepPh (KOTOPYI0 UM HHUKTO JOJITO He OTKPHIBAJI), OHM OOHApPYKUIMU ABa OOTIIOZAaHHBIX
crejieTa. B KOMHATa KHIIeJa JXYKaMHU-CKapabesMH.

[TocelieHre 3TOM XWKWHBI IIOPOAUJIO MHOrO CiIyxoB. Cyzbd 30T HOOJTO CIIOPUI C
HoTapuycoM HuToM. ByproMucTp, Ky3Hel] U KaMeHOTeC yCTaJu OTBeYaThb Ha BOMIPOCHL. U
Iayke ATaji, CbIH TPaKTHUPIIVKA, OBUI BEIHYXXJEH HEOJHOKPATHO ITOBTOPSATH CBOM pacCKas,
II0JIyYUB B HarpaAy MHOTo KoHeT. IlInu rmepecyzbl U BBICKa3bIBAJIMCh BCAYECKHE NOTAIKU
0 cTapuKe U ero XKpHe, 0 KapaBaHe CMYTIJIBIX JIIOJel, 0 Majblllie MeHece X ero Y4epHOM
KOTeJIKe, 0 MOIUTBax MeHeca, 0 yyZecax, IIPOUCXOAUBILINX B HEOe BO BpeMs ITPOMU3HECEHUS
3THX MOJIUTB, O TOM, YTO JleJIaJI1 KOLIKU B Ty HOUb, KOTJla KapaBaH IMOKUHYJI YabTap, U 06
YKaCHOM KOHIIe obuTaTesiel XIKUHBI. Y 4TOOBI HaBCerjga IIOKOHYUTH C 3TOM JKYTKOH
HCTOpHEMN OTLbl rOpoja HM3JaJU 3aMedyaTeJbHBIHM 3aKOH, O KOTOPOM TI'OBOPAT TOPTOBLIBI
OTere u myTeuiecTBeHHUKU B Kupe. Terneps B ViIbTape HUKTO HE MMeEET IIpaBa yOHUBaTh
KOIIIEK.

ITepesod: AMopos, I'. Kom
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