['oBapa ®unnunc JlaBkpadt
Komku Yierxapa

(The Cats of Ulthar)

T'oBopAT, YTO B YbTXape, PacIlOJIOKeHHOM 3a pekoy CKal, HUKTO He MMeeT IIpaBa
YOUTD KOLIKY; U 1 MOTY OXOTHO ITOBEPUTH B 3TO, KOTZa IIPHUCTAJIbHO BCMaTpPHUBalOCh B Hee,
Ty, YTO MYPJIBIYET ceHuac, CUAA Y KaMuHa. F160 KOIIKa TaMHCTBEHHA, 3araZloyHa U 6J113Ka
KO BCEMY, UTO He JaHO IIOCTUYb YesIoBeKy. OHa — Ayllla ApeBHero Erumnra, xpaHHUTeJabHHIIA
jereHy; 3abbITBIX ropofioB Mepo u Odupa. OHa - pomcTBeHHuIa Llaps IDKyHIIEHM U
HacJaeJHUIIA TAaMH 3j0Bellel cenoit APpuku. COUHKC — ee IBOIOPOAHBIN OpaT, U OHU
rOBOPSAT Ha OGHOM f3bIKe, HO KOIIIKa JpeBHee COUHKCA U IIOMHUT TO, UTO TOT yKe I103a0bLII.

B VipTxape, ellie 0 TOro, KaK BJIACTH 3alIpeTHJIM YOUBATH KOIIEK, JKUJI OLUH CTapHK
apeHzgaTop. OH U ero XeHa 000’KaJi OTJIaBJIUBATh U YOMBAThH COCEACKUX KolIeK. [louemMy
OHU TaK IIOCTYIIaJIY, S He 3HAlo; 3HAI0 JIUIIb, UYTO MHOTHE TEpIIeTh He MOTYT HOYHBIX
KOLIAYBUX BOIUIEM, KAK U TOTO, YTO KOLIKU MOTYT OECUIYMHO YKpaZKo¥ IIpoberaTs B
CyMepKax 10 ux JiBopaM u oropozaM. Kak 6bI TaM HU ObLJIO, HO CTapUKU He YIIYCKaJU
BO3MOJXHOCTH IOMMATh Y IIPUKOHYUTH BCAKYIO KOIIKY, OKa3aBLIYIOCS ITOOJIM30CTU OT HUX
JIa4yTy; IIpUYeM II0 3BYKaM, INOHOCUBUIMMCS OTTyZa IIOCJIe HACTYIJIEHUS TEMHOTHI,
MHOTHE JKUTENU [OOraJblBajJIUCh, YTO CII0OCOO MCTpebyieHMs KOIeK ObUI BecbMa
HM30LIPEeHHBIM.

OZHAKO TeMa 3Ta C MOXKHUJIOM YeTOH HUKOTAA He 00CyXZajach APYTHMHU JKUTEIAMU
OepeBHU: OTYACTH H3-3a HUUYEM He MpPUMeYaTeIbHBIX MOCTHBIX BHIPAKEHUM MX UCCOXIINX
$HU3MOHOMMUI; OTYACTH JKE IIOTOMY, YTO JOM MX GBI YK OYeHb TEMHBIM, CIIPATAHHBIM B
TeHW PACKUAUCTBIX [OYOOBBIX [OepeBheB Ha Kpalo 3ab6poIleHHOro IyCTHIpS. MHorue
BJIAJIeJIbLIBI KOIIEK 60JIbllle OOAINCH CTAPHUKOB, YeM HEHAaBMUEIHU; U BMECTO TOTrO, YTO6BI
3aKJIEAMUTh HUX KaK JKECTOKHUX YOMHI], IPeANOYMTaIN CJIESUTh 3a TeM, 4YTO6BI HX
YeTBEpPOHOTHE JIIOOUMIIBI He MPUOIMIKAIKNChE K OAWHOKOH XW)XMHE TI0J TEMHBIMH
mepeBbaAMU. ECIIU Bce JKe, 61arogapsa YbeMy-I1160 HeLOCMOTPY, KOIIKa IIpolazaia, ¥ [ocje
HAaCTYIUIEHHUS TEeMHOTHl BHOBBb pa3faBa/IUCh XapaKTEpPHBbIE 3BYKH, HECUACTHBIN XO3AHUH
JKMBOTHOTO GECCHUJIBHO CTpajasi, UJIH JXe 6yiarogapuy BceBBILIHEro, UYTO TaKasd CyAbba He
IIOCTUTJIa KOro-HUOYAb U3 ero peTed. JIloAu B VYAbTXape JXWIM TIPOCTBIE U O
IIPOUCXOXKAEHUH KOIIEK UM HUYEro U3BECTHO He OBIIIO.

OZHaKIBI KapaBaH CTPaHHBIX ITyTHUKOB ¢ IOra BCTymua Ha y3KHe, MOIIEHBIE
OYJIBDKHHUKOM VJIOUKMU ViIbTxapa. CMyIJIONHIIBIE JIIOAW OBIIM HE IIOXOXU Ha APYTHUX
IIyTEeLUIeCTBEHHHUKOB, ITPOXOAUBILINX 4Yepe3 JAEepeBHIO ABaXKAbl B rozy. OHU 3a cepebpo
ITpeCKa3bIBaIM CyAb0y Ha 6a3apHOM IUIOLIALU U IIOKYIAJIU Y TOPTrOBLIEB PKUE ITECTPhIe
6ycel. U3 KaKUX KpaeB IMPUOBUIN 3TH JIIOLH, HUKTO He 3HaJI, HO OBIJIO 3aMeY€eHO, YTO OHH
IIPeZaloTCAd KAaKUM-TO CTPAaHHBIM MOJIEHMAM, M UTO Ha GOKOBBIX CTOPOHAX MX ITOBO30K
M3006payKEHBl JUKOBUHHBIE QUTYPHI C YEJIOBEUECKUMHU TYJIOBUILIAMH M T'OJIOBAMHU KOILEK,
AacTpeboB, 6apaHOB U JbBOB. CTApIINi HaJ HUMH HOCHUJI TOJIOBHOM yOOp C ABYMS poraMHu U
IIPUYYAJIUBBIM JUCKOM MEKIY HUMHU.
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BBII B 3TOM HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM KapaBaHe MaJIEHbKUM MaJIbYMK 6e3 OoTLa 1 MaTepy, C
KpOII€4YHbIM YE€PHBIM KOTEHKOM. ‘{yMa JKECTOKO 060I1IIach C HHWM, OTHAB pOI[PITEJIEﬁ, HO
BC€ JXe OCTaBHJia 3TO MaJIEHBKOE IIYIIHNCTOE CYLIECTBO, YTOOBI XOTH 9yTh-4yTb CKPACHUTD
€ro rope; B OeTCTBE JIETKO HaHuTU yTe€lI€eHHEe B ITPOKa3aX KOTEHKaA. n IIOTOMY MaJIPYHK,
KOTOpPOro CMyTJIOJIMIIbIE JIIO AW Ha3bIBAJIN MeHecoM, yale YJ'IBI6EU'ICH, YeM IJIaKaJI, Urpad
CO CBOMM KOTE€HKOM Ha IIOJHOXXKe IIPUYYAJINBO PACIITNCAHHOT'O Cl)YpI‘OHa.

Ha TpeTui AeHb IpebbIBaHUSA IIYTHUKOB B ViIbTxape MeHec He 0OHAPYIKHJI CBOErO
KOTEeHKa; OH 'POMKO phIZajl Ha 6a3apHOM IJIOLAZH, U TOTZa KTO-TO M3 MECTHBIX JKHUTEJIEHN
pacckasajl eMy O ABYX CTapHUKaxX M O 3BYKaX, JOHOCHUBIIMNXCS M3 MX JKWUJIHIIA ITPOLIJIOHN
HOuYb0. Korjja MajJIbuvK BBICJIYLIAJI 3TO, €r0 BCXJIMUIIBIBAHUSA IIE€pEelIX B pa3MbILIJIEHUE,
KOTOPOE YCTYITHUJIO MECTO MOJIUTBE. OH BO3ZEJ PYKH K COJIHLY ¥ MOJIMJICS Ha HEM3BECTHOM
JKUTEJIIM JIePEBHU A3BIKE; [1a, II0 IIpaBJe CKa3aTh, OHU U He BCJIYIIMBAJIUCH B €T0 CJIOBA,
IIOCKOJIBKY BC€ MX BHHMaHHe ObUIO obpalleHO Ha He60, Ha Te CTpPaHHBIE OYEpPTaAHMS,
KOTOpble MPUHUMaJK ob6jaka. Kak HU YAWBHUTEIBHO, HO II0 Mepe TOro, KakK MaJIbYUK
BO3HOCHJI K Heby CBOM MOJIbOBI, TaM TOSABJISAINCH HESACHBIE, TYMaHHBIE, SK30THUYECKHE
¢UTypBl THUOPUAHBIX CO3JLAHUWM, YBEHUYAHHBIX POTaMH, KOTOpHIE COeSUHSIHMCH JUCKOM.
BripoueM, y IIpupobl BIIOJIHE LOCTATOYHO HJIIIO3UH, ITOPayKAIOIINX BOOOparkKeHHUE.

BeuepoM TOro ke AHS CTPAaHHUKU IOKUHYIN VIBTXap U 60JIbllle MX HUKTO HUKOTZa He
BUZeN. JKUTenu JepeBHU JKe OBIIU Ype3BhIYaHO 06eCIIOKOEHBI, 0OHAPYIKUB, UTO B HEM He
OCTaJIOCh HY OGHOM KOIIKHU: 6OJIBIION MM MaJIEHbKOM, YePHOH, CEPOH, IT0JI0CATOM, PhIKEH
win 6esmoi. Crapblii Kp3HOH, OYproMUCTp, YTBEpPKZAJl, YTO BCEX KOIIEK YBeIU
CMYTJIONIHIIbIE B OTMECTKY 32 YOUICTBO KOTeHKa MeHeca; OH ITOChIJIaJI IIPOKIAThS Ha BECh
KapaBaH ¥ Ha MaJIeHbKOT0 MajibuuKa. OAHAKO TOLIMI HOTapuyc HUT 3a9BHJI, YTO CTApUK-
apeHJaTOp U ero JXeHa 3aCJIy)XUBAIOT OGOJIBIIMX ITOJ03PEHUN, 60 MX UCKIIOYUTEIbHAd
HEHABUCTD K KOIIKaM Ob1j1a 061[e3BECTHOM.

U Bce jXe HUKTO He pellajiCs CBA3bIBAThCSA CO 3JIOBELIEl YeTOM Jajke I0CJie TOTO, KaK
MaJIBIII ATajl, CbIH XO3SMHA MOCTUHMUIBI, KIISAJICA, YTO CBOMMM IJIa3aMU BUJEJ, KaK BCe
KOLIKY YJIbTXapa MeZJIEHHO U TOP)XeCTBEHHO BBHILIATUBAJIU 110 IBE B PAJ BOKPYT JIauyyTU
Ha TOM CaMOM IIPOKJIATOM JABOpE, YTO IO HEPEBBAMHU, KaK OYATO COBepIIaM KAKOM-TO
HeCJIBIXaHHBIM 3BepUHBIN pUTyas. JKUTeny lepeBHY He 3HAaJIU, MOJKHO JIU BEPUTD CJI0BaM
TaKOT0 MaJIEHBKOTO MaUIbYMKA, a IIOTOMY, XOTS M O6OSJIMCh, YTO 3JI0BpefHas 4eTa
3aKOJIloBajia KOLIEK, YTOOGBI BCEX HMX YMEPTBUTDH, OJHAKO ITPEAIIOYUTAIU OTJIOKUTH
BBISICHEHME OTHOIIEHUM CO CTapHMKaMHU IO TOTO MOMEHTA, KOIZia OHU BCTPETATCA UM 3a
IpefesiaMy CBOEro TEMHOTO ¥ OTBPaTHUTEIBHOI'0 ABOPA.

B 6eccHJIBHOM T'HeBe BeChb VJIBTXap YJIErCS CIIaTh; KOTZa JKe Ha pacCBeTe JXUTEJH
IIPO6YAUIUCH — TIISHBTE-Ka! — Kajkad KOLIKA OKasajach Ha CBOEM ITPUBBHIYHOM MECTE Y
ouara. BoJyiplire ¥ MajJIeHbKUE, YepHBIE, CEPBIE, TT0JIOCAThIe, PhDKUE U 6eJIble — BCe, HU O HA
He Iporajia. bojiee TOro, KOLWIKU OHU OBUIM TOJICTBIMHU, TJIAZKUMH, JIOCHSUIUMUCSH, BCE
IPOMKO ypYa/Id OT YAOBOJBCTBHUSA. JKUTENIU OOCY)XIAIU MeXK COOOM CIyYMBIIEECS U HX
M3yMJIeHUe Ob1I0 HeMasibIM. CTapeiii Kp3HOH IIPOAOJIKAJI CTOSITh Ha CBOEM, YBEpss, UTO
CMYTJIOJIULIbIE YBOAWIIN KOIIEK C COO0M, IIOTOMY UTO IO CEH ITOPHI He OBIIIO CIydasi, YTOOBI
XOTb OZHA KOIIKA BEPHYJIaCh JXHUBOM M3 JOMa CTapHUKa U €ro XeHbI. B OZHOM Bce OBLIHU
€IMHOAYIIHBL: OTKa3 BCEX KOIIEK Cpa3y OT IIPUBBIYHOM IMOPIIMM Msca U OJII071Ia MOJIOKA
OBLJI COBEPILIEHHO HEOOBICHUMBIM. HO paKT ocTaeTcs paKToM, U B TeUEHHUE ABYX THEH
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T'IagKHe U JIEHHWBBIE€ KOIIIKH VJIbTxapa He IIpPUTPparvuBaJIMCh K €/1e, a TOJIbKO OIpeMaJIk Ha
COJIHBIIIKE UJIN y OT'HA.

[Ipouta Lejas HeZessd, IIPEeXAe YeM JKUTEIU NepeBHH 3aMeTHJIM, YTO HET OTHA B
OKHax goMa moj, mepeBbsiMU. Torga Touui HUT ob6paTwuj BHUMaHHE, UTO C TOM CaMOM
HOYH, KOTZa BAPYT Pa30M HCYE3JIM BCE KOLIKH, HUKTO He BUJEJ HU CTapUKa, HU €ro JKeHBL.
Korgma momuia BTopas Hezesns, 6YproMHCTp, IIpeBO3MOras CTpaX, PELIMJICS 0 JOJTY
CIy)XO6bI HaHECTH BU3UT B IIOJO3PUTEJBHO IPUTHXIIEE JKWIHILE, IIPU 3STOM
IIpeSyCMOTPUTENIBHO IIPUXBATUB C COO0I B KauecTBe cBHeTesned IlI3Hra, Ky3Hella, U
TxaJia, KaMHepe3urKa. ¥ BOT Korja oHH, 6e3 TpyZa OTKPBIB BETXYIO ABEPD, BOILIU B JIOM,
TO YBUZENIU TaKyl0 KapTHUHY: Ha 3eMJISHOM IIOJNY JIeXKalid ABa HOYKCTA OOTJIOJaHHBIX
YeJI0BEUYECKUX CKEJIETA, a B 3aT€HEHHBIX YIJIaxX I10JI3a/IU OLUHOKHE TapaKaHBL.

BriocnefnCcTBUM Cpeny KuTejael YiabTxapa 6bIJI0 MHOTO Pa3roBOPOB IO 3TOMY ITOBOZY.
3aT, ciiemoBaTellb, LOJII'0 JUCKYTHPOBaJ ¢ HUTOM, TOIMM HOTapHuycoM, a KpaHoH, III3HT u
Txanm OYKBaJIbHO 3aAbIXaJIMCh OT PACCIpPOCOB. Jlake Maiblll ATajl, CBIH XO3fgHHA
TOCTUHUIIBI, OBLJI TIOABEPIKEH TLIATEJIBHOMY AOIIPOCY U IIOJIYYMJI B HarpaAy jgezeHel,. Bo
BCeX 3TUX pasroBopax peuyb IJla O CTAapUKe-apeHJaTope U ero XeHe, O KapaBaHe
CMYTJIOJIULIBIX CTPAaHHUKOB, O MaJIeHBKOM MeHece M ero 4epHOM KOTE€HKe, O MOJIUTBE
MeHeca ¥ 0 COCTOSTHHUM Heba BO BpeMsA 3TOM MOJIUTBEI, U O TOM, UYTO OBLIO BITOCJIEACTBUU
O0OHAPYIKEHO B OME I10J, TEMHBIMH JAEPEBBAMU.

U B 3aBe€pII€HKHEe BCEero JXHUTEJIN IIPUHAJIN TOT Y,Z[I/IBI/ITGJIBHI:IfI 3dKOH, O KOTOpOM
BIIOCJIEACTBHUHU CyOA4YHUJINU TOPT'OBLIbEI B XaTHere U CIIOpHUJIHN IIYTELUIECTBEHHHNKHU B ane: a
HWMEHHO, YTO B VJIbTxape HH OOVH YE€JIOBEK HEe UMeeT IIpaBa YGI/ITB KOIIIKY.

Ilepeeoo: I1. JIyHes
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