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Kotel Yarapa

(The Cats of Ulthar)

ToBOpAT, B ViTape, UTO 3a peKkod CKaif, YeJIOBEK HE CMeeT YOUTb KOTa, - A 3TOMY
CKJIOHEH BEPUTBH, 0COOEHHO, KOTIa BHIKY, KaK KOT YMBIBA€TCS OKOJIO OTHA. OH TAMHCTBEHEH
U O6JIM30K K TEM CTPaHHBIM CO3JAaHUAM, KOTOPBIX JIIOAU YK€ He MOTYT BUZAETh. OH Aylla
opeBHero Erumra, TOT, KTO XPaHUT CKas3KM 3a6BITHIX ropoZoB Mepa u Odupa. OH
POACTBEHHUK IIOBEJIUTEeNeN [KYHIJIeH, HACJIeZHUK CEeKpPeTOB JpeBHEM U 3Ji0BelleH
Adpuru. CPUHKC - ero Ky3uHa, OH TOBOPUT Ha ee A3bIKe, TOJIBKO OH CTaplle Ky3HMHBI U
TIOMHMT, TO O UYeM OHA U He 3HaJa.

B ViTape, [o 3amnpeTa 6yproMHUCTPOB YOUBATH KOTOB, JKUJI CTapbIi 6eJHAK-apeHZATOP C
JKEHOM, KOTOPBIM JOCTaBJISJIO YAOBOJIBCTBHE CTAaBUTH KAaIIKaHBl M yOUBATBH COCEICKUX
KOTOB. HUKTO He 3HAEeT OTYEero OHU ITOCTYIIAJIM TaK, MOXKET M3-3a KpaMHeM HEeHaBUCTH K
rojiocaM KOTOB II0 HOYaM, HJIU UX OOMIKAJIO, YTO B CyMEPKAaX KOTBI MOTYT KPacThC II0 HUX
OBOpPY U cazy. Ho xkakoBa OBl HU OblIa IIPUYMHA, CTAPUKU IOJAYyYaIU HaCJaKIeHUe,
OTJIaBJIMBass U yOMBasg KOTOB OKasaBLIErocs BOMM3M HX Xxubapbl, a HU3 3BYKOB K€,
Pa3sHOCHUBIIHMXCA IT0 HOYaM, TOpPOKaHe JOraAbIBaJIMCh, UTO CIIOCO6 YMepIIBJIEHUA KpakHe
HeobbIueH. TOJIBKO TOpokaHe He 0OCYIKAaI 3TO CO CTApUKOM M €ero JXeHOM, TO JIM H3-3a
3aKOPEHEJIOr0 BHIPAKEHUA WX MCCOXHYBILIMXCA JIML, TO JIM IIOTOMY, UTO UX KPOXOTHBIN U
MPaYHBIHM JOM MIPATAJICA TOJ PACKHUAUCTHIMU Ayb6aMH B IJIyOHHe 3allyLeHHOro ABopa. I1o
ImpaBAe, GOJBLUIMHCTBO BJIAJENIbLIEB KOTOB HEHABUIENIO 3THUX CTPaHHBIX JIOAEeH, OZHAaKO
eure 6osplre 60SJIOCH, U BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI OPAaHUTH JKECTOKUX YOUMI[, OHU JIMIIb
3a60THUIJIUCH, YTOOHI JIeJIeeMoe JKUBOTHOE He 3a06peZiajio K yameHHOM xubape moj, TEMHBIMU
mepeBbIMH. Korza 13-3a KaKoro-HHUOyAb HeH30eKHOTO0 HeJOCMOTpa KOT IIpomazaj, U BO
TbM€ Pa3HOCUJIMCh BOIUIM, IIOTEpsABIIMeE OeCCHUJIBHO CTEHaJM, JIUb0 JKe yTewanu cebs,
6arogaps CyAbp0y, YTO 3TO IIpOIIal He UX pebeHOK. Benpb Mogu B YaTape 6BUIH ITIPOCTHIE U
He 3HaJIK OTKYZA ITOABUINCEH KOTHI.

OnHa)XAbl KapaBaH HEOOBIYHBIX CTPAHHUKOB C Iora BOIIEJ B y3KUe, MOIIEHBIE
OyJIBIKHUKOM yaULBl YiaTapa. CTpaHHUKU OBIIM CMYIVIBI M He IIOXOLUIW Ha IIPOYHX
IIyTelIeCTBEHHUKOB, ITPOXOAUBIIMX YITapy ABaXKAbl B roi. Ha peIHKe 3a cepebpo OHU
IIpeACKa3bIBalu CyAbOy W IOKyHnaIy fApkue Oycbl y ToproBueB. OTKyZa IIPHLIIU
CTPaHHUKM, HUKTO He 3HaJl, HO BUJEJU, YTO OHU COBEpPIIAIOT CTPaHHbIE MOJIUTBBI, U
packpacunu GyproHsl CTPaHHBIMU OGUIypaMU C YeJOBEYECKUMH TejlaM{U U TOJIOBAMU
KOTOB, fICTpe60B, 6apaHOB U JIBBOB. M IpeIBOAUTEIIbF KapaBaHa HOCHUJI T'OJIOBHOM y60p C
OBYMS POTaMHU U JIFOOOIIBITHBIM JJUCKOM MEXAY POTOB.

C KapaBaHOM IlIeJ1 MaJIEHBKUM MaJbYMK 6€3 OTL]a U MaTepH, Y KOTOPOro O6bIN TOJIBKO
MaJIeHbKUM YepHBIN KOTeHOK. YyMa He 6bUIa f0O6pa K MaJbYUKy U OCTaBUJIA €MY, YTOOBI
CMATYUTD rope, TOJIBKO 3TO MaJIeHbKOe CO3JaHHKe, HO KOrZia Thl TaK MaJl, TO MOJKeLIb HaNTU
OTPOMHO€ yTellleHHe B JXWBBIX IIAJIOCTAX YEPHOr'O0 KOTeHKa. Tak YTO MaJIbYMK, KOTOPOTO
CMyTJIBle JIIOAU 3Basiu MeHec, Urpas C U3ALIHBIM KOTEHKOM Ha IMOLHOXXKE PACKpaLIeHHOTO
dyproHa, cMesyic HAMHOI'O Yallle, YeM IJIaKaJl.
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Ha TpeTbe yTpOo KaK CTpPaHHUKH OCTAaHOBUJIMCh B YiITape MeHeCc He CMOI HauTH
KOTEeHKa, ¥ TaK KaK OH pblAaJ TPOMKO Ha PBIHKe, TO TOpOJKaHe pacCKasal eMy O CTapHKe
U ero JXeHe, ¥ 3ByKax, YTO pa3faBaJIUCh 3TOM HOYbIO. 1 KOTAA OH YCIIBILIA 3TO, BCXJIMIIBI
YCTYNIUIM MeJWTALlMU, a 3aTeM M MOJUTBe. MeHeC IIPOTAHYJ PYKU K COJHIY U CTal
MOJIUTBCA Ha A3bIKe, KOTOPBIY He OJWH U3 I'OpPOKaH He CMOT IOHATH, XOTH, IO IIpaBJe,
ropokaHe U He 0cob60 cTapasich IOHATb - UX BHUMaHHe OBUIO ITPUKOBAHO K HEOYy U
CTPaHHBIM OYEpTAaHUAM, UYTO IPUHUMaNU obinaxa. KpailiHe HeEOOBIYHO, HO JIMIIb
MaJIeHbKUM MaJIbYUK IIPOU3HEC CBOIO MOJUTBY, 06J1aKa, Ka3aJioCh, IIPUHSIU HaBepXy
OuYepTaHUA IIPU3PAYHOMN, HESICHOM OJHUIype 3SK30TUYECKOIO CO3JaHUS, TUOPUIHOIO
CYyIecTBa, YBEHYaHHOTO JVCKOM IIPUMBIKAIOUIUM K poraM. V IIpUpOAbI IIOJIHO MOJO6HBIX
WJLTIO3UH, YTOOBI ITOpPaykaTh Hallle BOOGparkeHHe.

Houblo CTpaHHUKHU IIOKUHYJIN YITap, U Ux 60jiee He BUZENIU. Y JOMOBJIaZeIbLIbI ObIIH
033JlaueHbl, KOrJa 3aMeTHJIH, YTO BO BCEM IrOopojie He MOTYT HalTU HU OZHOro KoTa. OT
O04YaroB MCYE3JIH IIPUBBIYHBIE KOTHI, KOTHI OOJIBIINE M MaJjible, YePHBIE, CEPBIE, IT0JIOCATHIE,
JKenTele U Genble. CTapeiii KpaHOH, 6YProMHUCTp, KISJICSA, YTO CMYIJIBIM Hapog 3abpai
KOTOB, MCTS 3a YOMMCTBO KOTEeHKa MeHeca, U IIPOKJIMHAJ KapaBaH U MaJIeHBKOTO
MasbuyuKka. Ho Huc, Tomuit HOTapuyc, 3aABHJI, UYTO CTaphI¥ apeHZaTop U ero XeHa, 6oyee
BEPOATHBIE OCOOHI JI ITOL03PEHUS, BeIb X HEHAaBUCTD K KOTaM ITeYaJIbHO U3BeCTHa. TeM
He MeHee, HU KTO HE OTBAXXUBAJICA BBIPA3UTh HEAOBOJIBCTBO 3JIOBELLEM ITape, Jake
MaJIEHbKUM ATaJ, ChIH BjIaZie/iblia TOCTUHULIBI, KISBIIUNCSA, YTO B CYMEpPKax BUAEN BCeX
KOTOB VJITapa Ha IIPOKJIATOM JBOpE IO AePEeBbAMH, LIECTBYIOUIUX MeAJIEHHO U MPayHO
II0 KPYT'y BOKPYT XWJ)XUHBI, 110 IBa B PSJ, CJIOBHO HCIIOJHSAS HECHIBIXaHHBIM PUTYaJl.
T'opoykaHe He 3HaJIM CKOJIb CUJIBHO MOJXHO BEPUTH CTOJIb MaJIEHBKOMY MAaJIbYUKY, U XOTH
OHH 6OSAJIMCH, UTO 3JIOBElIas ITapa 3aKJIfAJa KOTOB, OHH MPeAIIoYIH He 6paHUTh CTapOro
apeHAATopa, [TI0KA He BCTPETAT €ro BHE TEMHOI'0 U OTTAJIKUBAIOIIETO ABOpa.

Tak VaTap OTIIpaBUJICA CHATh B TIIETHOM SPOCTH, U KOTZa JIOLU ITPOCHYJIHCH Ha
paccBeTe - KOTHI CUZEIN Y CBOMX 0YaroB - 60JIbLINE U MaJible, YepHBIE, CephIE, ITOJIOCATEIE,
JKeJIThIe U 6esble. Kazaock, KOTHI CTaIM TOJIIIE U CUJIbHEe JIOCHUIMNCE. [oporkaHe, HeMaJlo
YIOUBIAACH, 0OCY)XAAIN 3T0 cobbpITHe. CTaphiii Kpar HacTauBaJl, YTO CMYTJIBIN HApoJL 6pas
HX, IIOTOMY KaK KOTBI He BO3BpAlaJIUCh JXUBBIMU U3 AOMa CTapUKa U ero yxeHsl. Ho Bce
COTJIACHUJIMCh C OJHHM - TO, YTO KOTBI OTKA3aJIUCh CHECTH OOBIUYHYIO ITOPLIMIO MSCa WU
BBITTUTD OJIIOZLIE MOJIOKA - Ype3BhIYAMHO JII0O0TIBITHO. U IBa AHSA JIOCHSALIUECS, IEHHUBbIE
KOTBI YITapa He IIPUKACAJIUCH K eie U JIUIIb JpeMaJly ¥ OTHS WJIU Ha COJHIIE.

[Ipouia 1enad HeAess, IIPeKe YeM ropo)kaHe 3aMeTHJIM, YTO B CyMepKaxX B OKHax
ZIoMa IOJ HepeBbIMH He 3a)Kuraerca cBeT. Torga, Touui HHUC OTMETHI, YTO HUKTO He
BUJeJl CTApHUKA U €ro JKeHY C TOM HOYHM, KOrZa KOTHI IIporanu. Ha ciefyloliei Hezele
O6yproMucTp mo6OpOJ CTpaxX M PELIMJ II0 HOJITY CAYXOBI HAaHECTH BU3UT B CTPaHHOE
MOJIYaJINBOE OOUTAa/IMILE, BIIPOYEM, 3aXBaTHUB C CO6OM, B KayeCTBe MOHATHIX, Ky3Hela
I[laHra ¥ pe34yrKa 10 KaMHIo Tya. Y Korga oHu pa36buiIn XPYIIKY0 ABEePb, TO HALLIH JIUIIb
IBa YKCTO OOTIOZAHHBIX CKeJIeTa Ha 3eMJISHOM II0Jy M JKYKOB, KHIUIEBIIUX 10 TEMHBIM
yrjIaM.

[To3ke B TOPOZCKOM COBeTe YJTapa MHOTO TOBOPMJIM 06 3TOM. 3aT, CJIe€OBATEIb,
IoZpo6bHO mompocui Huca, Tolugero Hotapuyca, a KpaHoH, llIaHT ¥ Ty 6BUIN TOAABJIEHBI
BOIIpOCaMU. Jlayke MaJIEeHbKUM ATaJl, CBIH BJIaZle/Ibl[a TOCTUHHIIHI, OBLI TIATEIFHO
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paccrpolleH U IIOJyYMJ JefeHell B KaudecTBe HarpafZbl. OHU TOBOPUIU O CTapOM
apeHzaTope, ero JXeHe, KapaBaHe CMYTJIBIX ITyTellleCTBEHHNKOB, 0 MaJIeHbKOM MeHece, ero
YepHOM KOTEeHKe, U 0 MOJIUTBe MeHeca, Hebe BO BpeMS TOM MOJIMTBBI, O TOM, UTO JejIajln
KOTHI B HOYB, KOTZA KapaBaH OTOBLI M TOM, UTO ITO3)Ke HALUIY B JJOME II0J TEMHBIMU
IepeBbIMU HAa MPa4YHOM JBOPE.

U, B KOHILIe KOHIIOB, I'OPOZCKOM COBET ITPUHSJ YAUBUTEJbHBIM 3aKOH, O KOTOPOM
TOBOPHJIM TOPTOBIIBI B XaTere U o6Cy)XZaIu MyTelIeCTBEHHUKY B Hupe, a UMEHHO, 4YTO B
ViITape HUKAKOM YeJIOBEK HE MOJKET YOUTH KOTa.

Ilepegoo: Thrary
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