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(The Cats of Ulthar)

PacCKasbIBalOT, YTO B TOpoAKe YIITap, JieXKallleM 3a pekoit CKai, 3alpelleHo yOHUBaTh
KOIIeK. U, rnsapsga Ha KOTa, KOTOPBIM MypJiblya IpeeTcs Yy KaMeJibKa, A AyMalo, YTO 3TO
MyZpoe pelieHue. Begb KOT - 3arafioyHelliee CyILIeCTBO, OH IIOCBSIIIEH B COKPBITBIE OT
yejoBeKa TadHbBl. OH - pgyma JOpeBHero Erunta UM eIUHCTBEHHBIM CBUJETENb
CYILeCTBOBAaHUSA AABHO 3a0BITHIX TOPOLOB: Mepos u Odupa. OH - pOACTBEHHHUK BJIaCTeJIHMHA
IDKYHTJIEN Y IIOCBSILEH B TalHBI IpeBHEN U 3arafilouHor APpuku. COUHKC - ero Ky3eH, OHU
rOBOPAT Ha OLHOM f3BIKe, HO BCe JXe KOT cTaplle CMHKCA M IIOMHUT TaKoe, O YeM TOT
IaBHO I103a0BLII.

B ViaTape elle IO BBIXOZa YyKasa, 3allpeljalolero yOHMBaTh KOLIEK, JXHJI CTapHK
KPECThAHHUH C JK€HOM, U HUUTO UM He OBIJIO TaK JI1060, KaK U3JIOBUTH U IIOTYOUTH COCEICKYIO
KOILIKY. TPYZHO CKa3aTh, 3a4EM OHH ITO JeJIaJIH, pa3Be YTO OBIIM M3 TeX, KTO HE BBIHOCUT
KOLIaYbU BOIIJIM II0 HOYAM, KOro IlepefepruBaeT IPU MBICIH, YTO KOLIKKU KpaZy4dHCh
OpoZAT B IOJHOYB II0 ABOpaM U cajaM. Tak WM HHAye, CTAPUKU C Y OBOJBCTBUEM
3aMaHMUBAJIU B 3aIIaHIO ¥ YOMBAIU KaXKIYI0 KOLIKY, UMEBIIYIO HECUACThE ITPUOIU3UTECA K
UX JKUJIWILY, a 10 pPa3sHOCHUBIIMMCS HOYBIO BOIUJIIM COCeOU IOraZAblBajiUCh, YTO KOHeEL]
JKMBOTHBIX OBUI yJKaceH. Y BCce ke HUKTO He 3arOBapHUBaJI 06 3TOM CO CTapUKaMH - CJIMLIKOM
YK HEBO3MYTHMOE BHIpa)K€HME XpPaHUIM OHU Ha CBOMX JIMIaX, Ja W JKUJIMU Ha OTLINOE, B
MaJIeHbKOM XubapKe I0J, pa3BeCUCThIMHU Ay6aMU. A eCJIH YK TOBOPUTH HAYUCTOTY, TO XOTS
KOILIaYbH X035ieBa ¥ HEHABUZEJH 3Ty IapoUKy, HO elje 6oblie 60SIHUCh U, BMECTO TOTO,
YTOOBI KaK CJIeAyeT IIPOYUUTD KECTOKUX YOUIL], CTapaIUCh CI€OUTH, YTOOBI UX JIIOOUMIIbI
He OpPOAMIIH ITOOJIU30CTH OT YeGUHEHHOM XYKUHBI 0, TYCTBIMU JePEBBAMU U HE JIOBUIU
TaM MbIllIeK. Korzla Bce jXe CJIy4asioCch HeIoIIpaBMMOe, M KOILIKa IIpoliafiaja, Biajesel,
CJIBILIA ITOCJIe HACTYIUIEHUS TEMHOTBI BOILIM HECUYACTHOM TBapH, 6€CCHJIBHO IIaKajl UIU
JKe BO3HOCHIJI XBasly Bory 3a To, 4To Takas cyAbba He ITOCTUIJIA ero pebeHKa. Bep KUTeIH
VTapa 6bIIM IIPOCTBIMH JIIOABMHU U He 3HAIU BCIO CJIABHYIO POJOCIOBHYIO KOIIEK.

M BOT OZHAXZHl OWKOBUHHBIM KapaBaH C Iora BCTYIMJI Ha Y3KHe, MOIIeHHEIE
OYJIBDKHHUKOM YJIUIBI YiTapa. TEMHOKOXXHE ITyTelIeCTBeHHUKU OTJIMYaJIMCh OT OOBIYHOTO
O6pomsdyero JIoma, YTO ITPOXOAUJI Uepe3 [OEpeBHIO IOBaXAbI B roi. Ha phIHKe OHH
IIPeICKAa3bIBAJIU 32 AEHBI'M CYABOY U MOKYNIAIU SpKUe 6ychl. HUKTO He 3HaJI, OTKYZAa POAOM
3TH CTPAaHHUKM, HO MOJIMJIUCh OHU KaK-TO YYZHO, Ja U ITOBO3KU MX YKpalllaJii CTPaHHBIE
JUTYpHl C YeJIOBEYECKUM TOPCOM M C TOJIOBAMM KOIIEK, COKOJIOB, 6apaHOB M JIBBOB. A
TOJIOBY IIpEeABONUTENS KapaBaHa BeHYaJ [OBYpPOrHM y60p C 3arafoyHbIM JUCKOM
IIOCepeUHeE.

Exan c atum YAUBUTEIBHBIM KdpaBaHOM MaJIEeHbKUM MaJIbYHUK; He OBIIIO Y HEero HHu
0TI a, HU MaTepH, a OBIJI TOJIBKO KpOH.[G‘-IHbIﬂ 111(3:[:)HIJII‘/'I KOTE€HOK, KOTOpPOI'O OH O4Y€Hb JIIO6MII.
XecToKaa CYﬂb6a IIogapujia MaJIBYUKy 3TO MaAJIEHBbKOE IIYIIMCTOE CYyIIeCTBO, /1516131
CMATYUTH 60JIb BCEX yTpaT: Kor'da Thl I0OH, B3HPATh Ha pe€3Bbl€ IIAaJIOCTHU CBOEI'O YE€pHOTIO
APY¥XKa - 6opIas yTexa. nu IIO3TOMY MaJIbYHUK, KOTOPOI'O TEMHOKOJXHE JIIOAW Ha3bIBAJIHU
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MeHecoM, Urpas C rpallMOo3HBIM KOTEHKOM B YIVIy ZUKOBUHHO pa3yKpallleHHOM ITOBO3KHY,
CMesJICA dallle, YeM ITJIaKaJl.

Ha TpeTpe yTpo ITpebbIBaHUA KapaBaHa B YJITape KOTEHOK McYe3. MeHeC TIOpPBKO
PhIaJl, ¥ TYT KTO-TO M3 JXUTEJIEM pacCKasajl eMy O CTapUKe U ero JXeHe U O TOM, UTO
CEerofHSA HOYBI0O M3 UX XMIKUHBI ONATH HOHOCHJINCH CTpPAIIHbIE 3BYKU. VCIIBIIIAB 3TO,
MaJIbYMK IIepecTasl phIAATh U IMIPU3aLyMaJICS, a IIOTOM CTaJl MOJIUTBCA. OH ITPOCTEP PYKH K
COJIHLIY CO CJIOBAaMH MOJIMTBBI Ha HE3HAKOMOM fI3BIKE. BIipoueM, JXUTEJIU rOpoZKa U He
IIBITAJICh Pa306paTh CJI0BA MOJIUTBEI, UX B30PHI YCTPEMUIUCH K 06J1aKaM, KOTOPBIE CTaJIH
IIPUHUMATh YAUBUTEJIbHBIE ouepTaHUA. CTPAHHO, HO C KAKZBIM CJIOBOM MaJIbYMKa Ha
Hebe BO3HUKAJIU HESACHBIE, IMpU3pauyHble QUIYPHl SK30TUUYECKUX CYIIECTB, YBEHUYAHHBIX
KOpPOHOM C JOBYMSI poraMH U JUCKOM IocepenuHe. IIpupoza YacTO HApPUT JIOAAM C
BOOOpakeHHUEM YIUBUTEJIbHbIE KAPTUHBI.

Toit Xe HOYbI0 CTPAaHHUKH IIOKUHYJIH VJITap, U HUKTO HUX OO0Jbllie He BUZE.
OZHOBPEMEHHO B TOPOAKE HCYE3JIH BCE KOLIKH, YTO NPHUBEJIO B OTYASAHMHE MX XO3SEB.
HUKTO 60JIblile He MYPJIBIKQJI y KaMeJIbKa - IIPOIajii GoJblINe U MaJleHbKUe, YEepHBIE,
cepsble, 1oJjiocaTele, ppDKUe U 6eyble. CTapbiii 6yproMuctTp KpeHOH ObLI YBEpPEH, UTO 3TO
TEeMHOJIMLIbIE JIIOAU YBEJIH C COOOM KOlIeK, YTOOhI OTOMCTHTBH 3a KOTEeHKa MeHeca, U
TPOMKO IPOKJIMHAJ U KapaBaH, M CaMOTO MaJibyMKa. Ho 10 MHEHHIO TOLIEero HoTapuyca
HuTa, 34eCh CKOpee 3aMellIaHbl CTapbIi KPECThIHUH U €ro JKeHa: X HEHABUCTh K KOIIKaM
C TeYeHHWEM BpEeMEeHHM, KasaJloCh, JIMLIb Bo3pacTajia. M Bce jXe HUKTO He OCMEJIUJICA
OTKPBITO PACCIIPOCHUTH O CJIIYYMBIIEMCH 3JIOBELIYIO YETy, XOTS MaJIeHbKUM ATaJl, ChIH
XO3MHA TOCTUHHUIBI, KJIAJICA, YTO BUZEJ COOCTBEHHBIMHU IJIa3aMHU, KaK B CyMepKax BCe
KOIIKK VYJITapa, MeAJIEHHO U TOPJXEeCTBEHHO BBICTyNas IO ABOe, CJIOBHO COBepuLIaf
HEBEJIOMBIN PUTYaJI, IIOCTEIIEHHO OKPYXUJIN ITPOKJISATBIN AOM IIOA LepeBbIMHU. XKUTeTu
COMHEBAJIUCh, MOKHO JIM BEPUTH TAKOMY MAaJIBILIy, X XOTS ITOZO3PEBAJIM, UTO CTaphle
3JIBIZHU 3aMYYHJIH JXUBOTHBIX JO CMEPTH, BCE JKe IPeAIIOYIM He CBA3BIBAThCA C HUMH,
ITIOKa He BCTPETAT CTAPHKA I'ie-HUOYAb ITOJAJIBIIE OT €T0 YePTOBA ITI0JBOPHA.

HakoHell Bech VITap, Mydach OT 6eCCHUJIBPHOM 3/100BI, 3a0BIJICS TSKEJIbIM CHOM, a
YTPOM, KOTIa IIPOCHYJIHCE,- 6a! - BCe KOILIKKU CHOBA I'PEJIUCH ¥ ITIeYyPOK. Bce 6BIM Ha CBOUX
MecTax - OoJIbllie W MaJIeHbKHe, YepHbIe, cephle, II0JIocaThle, PhIKHE U Oejble. OHU
BEPHYJIMCH JIOMOH, OTSI)KEJIeBIIME U JIOCHAIIYECS, U TPOMKO MYPJIBIKAJIHU OT YIOBOJIBCTBUSL.
VIVBIeHHbIEe T'OpOXKaHe, TOJIKYysA O CIy4YUBLIEMCS, He 3HaJM, YTO U AyMaTb. CTapblil
KpeHOH TBEpAHWJI CBOE: 3TO-AE€ TEMHOJIULIbIE YBEJIU JXUBOTHBIX, OT CTAPHUKa M €ro JKeHBI
KOILIKH JXUBBIMU OBl He BEPHYJIHCH. HO yAUBUTEIbHEE BCETO, IT0 00IEMY MHEHHIO, OBIIO
TO, YTO OJIIOAIIA C MOJIOKOM M KYCOUKHM MSCA CTOSJIU HEeTPOHYTHIMH. Kowku ViTapa He
IIPUTPAruBaJIUCh K ITHILE LeJbIX ABa OHS, a TOJBKO JpeMaid y IIeYKU UJIM I'PejIMCh Ha
COJTHBIIIIKE.

JIu1Ie HeZesTio CITyCTA FOpoKaHe 3aMEeTHJIM, YTO 10 BeuepaM B OKHaxX JoMa oA Ay6amMu
He 3aropaeTcd CBeT. M Toraa Touiui HUT HAaIIOMHHJI MM, YTO C TOTO AHS, KaK IIPOIau
KOILIKM, HUKTO He BUJeJI CTapbhIX 3JbIAHel. Ellle yepe3 HeZeno 6yproMUCTp Iiepeboport
CTpax Y IOCTyYaJl B ABEPH KUINILA, UCIIOIHASL CBOIO 00I3aHHOCTD CJIYKUTEJIS BJIACTH, HO
M3 JoMa He AOHECJIOCh HM 3ByKa. BrpoueM, 6yproMUCTp He 3a0bLI 3aXBaTHUTh C COOOM
Ky3Heua llleHra ¥ pesuyuKa o KaMHio Tyma. Korga ke OHM, B3JIOMaB BETXYIO ABEpH,
TIPOHUKJIM BHYTPb, TO YBUAEIH TOJIHKO ABa AOYNCTA 00BEeHHBIX CKeJIeTa Aa MT0I3a0LHX
B TEMHBIX yIJIaX TapaKaHOB.
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Cpenu xuTenei ViTapa ObIJIO MHOTO BCSAKHMX TOJIKOB. CiaezoBaTeslb 3aT 06Cyaui
ITPOUCIIECTBHE BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTAX C TOIIUM HOTapHycoM HHTOM, a ITOTOM 3achImall
paccripocaMu KpeHoHa, llleHra u Tysa. 3aTeM Bce BMeCTe ellle pa3 C IIPUCTPACTHUEM
JOIIPOCHUJIU MaJIeHBKOI'0 ATajia, ChIHA XO3AWHa 'OCTUHUIIBI, laB €My B Harpaay JjefeHer. A
I10CJIE 3TOI'0 AOJIT'O CYAWIIU Aa PASUIIU O CTAaPUKe KPECTbIHUHE U ero JKeHe.

M B KOHIle KOHILIOB OYPrOMMCTDP M3IaJl MaMATHBIM YKa3, O KOTOPOM PacCKa3bIBAIOT
TOPrOBLIBI B XaTere U IyTeLIeCTBEHHUKU B Hupe, a uMeHHO: "HUKTO B ViITape He CMeeT
yOUTD KOLIKY".

ITepesoo: Banepusa BepHaykas
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