['oBapa ®unnunc JlaBkpadt
Komku ¥Ynarapa

(The Cats of Ulthar)

TOBOPAT, B TOpOAKe VIITape, 4YTO 32 peroit CKaif, HUKOMY He LO3BOJIEHO YOUBATh KOIIEK,
U S He MOTY He OZO6GPUTH 3TOT 3aIlpeT, IMIAAA Ha KOTa, YIOTHO MYPJIBIUYILEro Ha KOBPUKE
repes KaMHHOM. Y160 3TUM CKPBITHBIM M 3araZ[0OYHBIM CYL[eCTBaM BEJJOMO MHOT'0€ U3 TOTrO,
YTO HEJOCTYIIHO YeJIOBeUYeCKOMY 3HaHUI0. KOIIKY onulLleTBOPAIOT AyX JpeBHero Erunra u
XpaHAT MpefaHUusd JaBHO MCUYE3HYBIINX ropoZioB Mepos u Odupa. OHU COCTOAT B OIM3KOM
POZCTBE C BIaAbIKaMU AJKYHIJIEH U XPaHAT 3JI0Belllie TaWHBI ApeBHeN APpuru. CUHKC
IIPUXOJUTCS UM Ky3€HOM; OHM TOBOPAT Ha OZHOM S3bIKe, HO KOlLIauybe IIJIEMSA ropaszo
crapurle COMHKCA M COXPAaHWJIO B IIaMATH MHOIOe M3 TOr0O, O YeM OH Ja)ke He HMeeT
TTOHATUA.

B mpe)xHUE BpeMeHa, ellle [0 3aIlpeTa yOUBATh KOLIEK, B VIITape JXUJI OLUH CTapHUK C
JKEHOM, U 3Ta IapoyKa HaxXxoZuJia 0cob60e YIOBOJIBCTBHUE B TOM, YTOOBI JIOBUTh U yOUBATH
CoceZICKUX KolIeK. [JoueMy OHHU TaK ITOCTYIIaJIH, JOTIOAJIMHHO HEU3BECTHO; OBITH MOXKET, UM
II0 HOYaM JOCAXIIX KOIIAYbM KOHLIEPTHI MJIM JX€ OHU He BBIHOCWIM BHUZA KOLIEK, B
CyMepKax LIHBIPSIOIIUX II0 OKPECTHBIM ABOpaM M cajaM. Kak 6bI TO HU OBIIO, CTAPUK U
CcTapyxa SBHO HCITBITHIBAJIM HaCIKIEHUE, PacIIpaBIsasCh C OYepeSHOM KOIIKOM, MMeBLIEH
HeCYacThe OKa3aThCA BOJM3M MX JIAYYTH, W, CyASA II0 3BYKaM, HOYAMU JOHOCHBUINMCS
OTTyZa, CIIOCOOBI YMEPIIBIEHUS OBIIN U30LU[PEHHO JXECTOKUMU. OZHAKO HUKTO U3 JXUTEJIEH
rOpoJKa HU pa3y He IOIpo6OoBajl pa3obpaThCs ITO-CBOMICKM CO CTAPUKOM M €ro JXEHOH -
OTYAaCTU II0 ITPUYMHE HAa PEJKOCTH 3JI0OHOTO BHIPA)KEHUS, HUKOTZA HEe CXOAUBLIETO CO
CMOpDIIEHHBIX CTap4YeCKuX OGM3MOHOMHM, a OTYacCTH IIOTOMY, YTO Jiayyra CTapHKOB
HaxXOAWJIaCh B HE CaMOM IIPUATHOM JJig BU3UTOB MECTe: II0J, YIPIOMOM CEHbIO JPEBHUX
ny6oB B IiIybuHe 3aIylIeHHOrO AOHENb3s ABopa. CKa3aTh IIO IIpaBle, KaK OBl CHUJIBHO
X0351€Ba KOLIEK HY HEHABUJENIU 3TUX IBOUX, ellle CHJIbPHee OHU UX 60sSmuch. BoT mouemy
BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI XOPOIIEHBKO ITPOYUHUTH JKECTOKUX YOUMI[, OHU JIUIIb CTAPaJIUCh HE
IIOZITYCKAaTh CBOMX JIOOMMIIEB K UX MPaYyHOMY JKIIHILY. ECJIU JKe IT0 HeJOCMOTPY KOIIKa
IIpoIazana, a Iocjae TOro M3 ThbMbI JOHOCHJIUCH AyllepasAupaloliyie BOILIH, BIaAebLibl
HECYaCTHOI'O0 JXUBOTHOTO OTBOAMJIM IYIIy B CTEHAHUAX U OECCUJIBHBIX IPOKJIATHUIX,
6arogaps cynpby XoTsa 6Bl 3a TO, UTO IIOJOOHAA y4acCTh He IIOCTUIJIA UX pebeHKa. 60
KUTeNMU ViTapa, JIOAU IPOCTOAYLUIHBIE M HeZajleKue, HUYEro He 3HaJIU O APEBHEM U
6J1aTOPOHOM ITPOUCXOKIEHUU KOLIEK.

Y BOT OGHaXXIbI KapaBaH HEOOBIYHBIX IIPULIEIBIIEB C JaJIEKOT0 I0ra MOSBUJICA Ha Y3KUX
OYJIBDKHBIX MOCTOBBIX VJITapa. 3TH CMYTJIOJIUILbIE JIIOOU CUJIBHO OTJIMYAJIMCh OT ITPOYUX
KOYEBHUKOB, ABaXKABI B I'oJ, IPOXOOUBIINX 4yepe3 ViaTap. Ha peIHOYHOM IIJIOLIAAU OHU
IIpeJICKa3bIBaJIM CYABOY 32 cepebpsAHbIe MOHETKU U OXOTHO ITOKYIaJIU Y TOPTOBLIEB APKUE
6ychl. HUKTO He 3HaJI, e HaXOAWIACh POAMHA S3THUX JIOAEH, HO BCe IOUBWINCH HX
CTPaHHBIM MOJIMTBAM U IIPUUYYAJIUBO pa3sMaJeBaHHBIM QyproHaM: TaM OBIIM U306parkeHbl
CYILIEeCTBa C YeJIOBEYECKUMHU TeJIaMHU U I'OJI0BaMU KOIIEK, ACTpeboB, 6apaHOB MJIU JIBBOB. A
X BOXXZb ILLIET0JISIJI B TOJIOBHOM y60pe C Iapoii poros, MeX KOTOPBIX ITOMEIIIAJICS KaKOM-TO
ITUKOBUHHBIN JHCK.
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Cpezu mpulIeblieB ObI MaJIeHbKUM MaJIbUMK, OCTAaBLIUICSA 6e3 OTLia U MaTepH, C
OLHUM TOJIBKO YePHBIM KOTE€HKOM, KOTODBIM OBUI €ro eSUHCTBEHHBIM yTelIeHHEeM II0CiIe
TOr0, KaK 6e3)ka/IoCTHasA YyMa YHeCJa ero poAuTesei. A KOrZa T ellle TaK I0H U y)Ke TaK
HecyacTeH, Tebe He HANTHU JIy4llIel OTpPajbl, YeM IYLUIUCTBIN IIAJIOBJIMBBIN KOTEHOK. Tak
YTO MAaJIBYMK, KOTOPOTO COIIJIEMEHHUKU HMMEHOBaJIM MeHecoM, yalle yJbI6asics, 4eM
IJIaKaJl, UT'pas C KOTEHKOM Ha ITOLHOYKKe Pa3pHCOBAHHOTO ¢yproHa.

Ho Ha TpeTse yTpo Iocjie IPUOBITHA KapaBaHa B YITap MaJbYUK HUTZIe HE CMOT HANTH
CBOero KoTeHKa. Korzga oH rOpbKO phIAal HA PHIHOYHOM IIOLIaAH, KTO- TO M3 MECTHBIX
paccKkasaj eMy O CTapHUKe U ero JKeHe, a TaK)Ke 0 3ByKaX, JOHOCHUBLIMXCS ITPOIIIONH HOYbIO
CO CTOPOHBI MX JKUJIMIIA. BRICIYIIAB BCE 3TO, MaJIBUUK ITIepeCTall phIAaTh U 3aZyMaJics, a
Yy Th ITOrOJS HadyaJl MOJIUThCAI. OH MPOCTHUPAJ PYKHU K COJTHIY M YMTaJI MOJIUTBBI Ha A3BIKE,
HEITOHATHOM HMKOMY M3 TOpPOXKaH; ITOCIeNHHe, BIIPOYEM, MU He CJIUIIKOM CTapaikCh
TIOHATH, TIOCKOJIBKY MX BHUMaHUe 6GBLIO MOTJIOLIEHO ITPOUCXOAAIINM B Hebe, rae obyaka
VOUBUTEIBHBIM 00pa3oM MEHSJIM OuYepTaHuSA. A Korga MaJbuUK IIPOU3HEC
3aKJIIOYUTEIbHbIE CJIOBA MOJIUTBBI, BCe YBUAENH BBEPXY OOJIauHble QUTYPHI CTPAHHBIX
CYLIECTB — JIIOEHM CO 3BEPHHBIMH WM INTUYBUMHU TOJI0OBaMH, YBEHUYAHHBIX POTaMU C
OUCKOM TocepeAyHe. UTO U TOBOPUTH, IIPUPOAA llleApa Ha YyZeca, CIIOCO6HBIE TIOTPACTHU
TOTO, KTO He 06eJIeH XOTS 6B TOJIMKOM BOOOParKeHHUS.

Tolt ke HOYBI0O KapaBaH IOKUHYJ VaTap U 6oJiblile HUKOTZA TaM He IOABJSAICA. A
BCKOpe JXHUTeJIH IropofKa IIepernoyIoLINIINCh, He HaX0AA HUTAe CBOUX Kollek. HU B ofHOM
ZIloMe He OBLJIIO CJIBIIIHO IIPUBBIYHOI'O MYPJIBIKAHbS, MCYE3JIM BCE KOIUKU JO €IUHOM:
bosblIvie ¥ MaJeHbKUE, YEpPHBIE, Cephle, I0JI0caThle, pbIkUe U Oenble. CTapbiii KpeHOH,
3OEeUIHUM 6YPrOMUCTD, GBI YBEPEH, UTO KOLIEK MOXUTUIN CMYTJIble YY)XaKU B OTMECTKY
3a yOMMCTBO KOTeHKa MeHeca, U 6e3 yCTalM ITOChUIAJ IIPOKIATHUSA BAOTOHKY KapaBaHy, U
MaJIBYHUIIKE B 0OCOOEHHOCTHU. A TOIIWM HOTapuyc HUT 3agBUJI, YTO B 3TOM IIPECTYIIJIEHUH,
CKOpee BcCero, IOBUHHBI MeP3KHUH CTAapHUK U ero JXKeHa, YbSd HeHaBUCTh K KOIIKaM HU AJd
KOT'0 He SIBJIAJIaCh CEKpeToM, a 6e3HaKa3aHHOCTb Jejiajia ux Bce 6oyee mep3kuMu. Ho 1 Ha
celf pa3 HUKTO He PELIUJICS OTKPBITO BBICTYIIUTH C OOBUHEHUEM 3JI0Bellel YeThl Jajke
II0CJIe TOTO, KaK ATaJl, IOHBIM ChIH TPAaKTUPIIWKA, COOOLIMJ, YTO HaKaHYHE B CyMepKax
CBOMMHM TIJjla3aMHU BHJEJ B TOM IIPDOKJIATOM JIBOpPE BCeX KOIIeK YiaTapa, MeAJIeHHO U
COCpEeA0TOYEHHO LIECTBYIOILIMX BOKPYT JIa4yTrH, IO LBe B pAJ, CIOBHO OHU COBepIlIAIU
KaKOH- TO Aocejie HeBeJOMBIM 3BEepUHBIM pHUTyasl. [opokaHe COMHEBANMCh, CTOUT JIU
BEPUTH CJIOBAM TaKOI'O I0HIIA; K XOTA MHOTME CKJIIOHAJIHCH K MBIC/IH, YTO JBO€ M3BEeproB
JEeVCTBUTEJIBHO YMEPTBUJIM KOLIEK C IIOMOIIbI0 HEKHUX 3JIBIX Yap, CBA3BIBATHCA CO
CTapHMKOM OHH He XOTeJIM — BO BCAKOM CJIy4ae [0 TeX ITOp, II0OKa OH He BCTPETHUTCA UM 3a
IIpeaeaaMH CBOEro Myralollle TEMHOTI'0 IBOpa.

HaKkoHel TOpoj, IOTPy3UJICA B COH, U3MYUYEHHBIN ropeM M 6eCcCHJIBHOM SPOCThIO, a
KOTZa Ha paccBeTe JII0JU IIPOCHYJIUCH... TOJIBKO IIpeCTaBbTe! — BCe KOIIKY YIITapa Kak HU
B yeM He OBIBAJIO IpejIMCh Ha CBOMX IIPUBBIYHBIX MecTax y ouaroB! Bce mo emuHOM:
bosblINe U MaJIeHbKUe, YepHbIe, Cephle, I10JI0CaThle, pbDKYe U 6esnble. C BUAY IVIafKue U
yIIUTaHHbIE, OHU I'POMKO U JOBOJIBHO MYpJIBIKAIU. [oporkaHe 06CYKIAIU 3TO COOBITHE,
HEMaJI0 HU3yMJISASCh U HezoyMmeBas. CTapblii KpeHOH 3Hail THYJI CBOe, OOBUHASA B
IIOXUILIEeHUM CMYIJIOKOXHWX IIpHUIIeNblieB, IIOTOMY KaK ellle HU OJHa KOLIKAa He
BO3Bpalllajiach JXUBOM M3 JloMa CTapUKOB. [Ipy 3TOM eZVHOAYIIHOe U3yMJIEHHE Y BCeX
BBI3BIBAJIO OZJHO 0OCTOSITEIBCTBO: KOLIKY APYIXHO BOPOTUIU HOCHI OT IIPEIJIOKEHHBIX UM
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OOBIYHBIX HOpHI/IfI MfACa U MOJIOKa. U elle ABa OHA IIOCJIe TOr'O KOLIKH VJITapa HE
IIPUKACaJINCh K eZie, a JIMIIDb ApeMaJIN y TEIJION MEeYKU UJIU Ha COJIHBIIIKE.

TOJIPKO IIO TIPOLIECTBUM HEeZEeNIU TropokaHe oOpaTUIM BHUMaHHE Ha TO, YTO IIO
BeuepaM B OKHAXx JIAaYyyTd IOJ CTapbIMU AybaMu He 3aropaeTcs cBeT. TyT u Toinuii Hut
IIPUIIOMHMUIJI, YTO HUKTO He BUJEJI CTapHUKa U ero JXeHy C TOM caMOM HOYH, KOrJia U3 JOMOB
yxonuiay Kouwky. [Ipoiia elle Hefens, Ipekje 4eM 6yproMUCTp cobpascs C AyXOM U II0
IOJNTY CIy)XObl HaHeC BU3UT B TEMHBIM M 0Oe3MOJIBHBIM JIOM, IIPELyCMOTPUTEIIBHO
3axBaTUB C Co000M B KayeCTBe IIOHATBIX Ky3Hella lllaHra u kaMHepesa Tyna. He
IOXXAABLINCH OTBETA Ha CTYK U 6€3 TpyZa BbUIOMaB XJIUIIKYIO IBEepPb, OHY OOHAPY)KUIIU ABa
IOYHCTa OOrIOMaHHBIX YeJIOBEYEeCKHUX CKejeTa Ha 3eMJISHOM IOy Ja ellle KaKUX-TO
OTBPATUTEJIbHBIX KYKOB, KUIIMS KUIIEBUIUX I10 TEMHBIM yTJIaM.

TyT cpeZu ropo)kaH ITOLUIYU TOJIKU U Iepecyzbl. JJOTOLIHBIN ClIef0BaTeNlb 3aT HOJIrO
COBeLAJICS C HOTapuycoM HUTOM M OYKBaJIbHO 3aBaivj BorrpocaMu KpeHoHa, IllaHra u
Tyna. Jake MaJIbILI ATaJjl, CBIH TPaKTUPIIUKA, ObUI BBI3BAH AJIA LOIIPOCA KaK CBUAETEIb U
TIOJIYYMJI B Harpazy jiegeHel. MHOro BCero 6pI0 CKa3aHO O CTAPHKeE U CTapyXe, 0 KapaBaHe
CMYTJIBIX CTPAaHHHKOB, O MaJibulke MeHece 1 ero YepHOM KOTeHKe, 0 MOJIUTBe MeHeca u
COIIPOBOJKAABIIMX €€ HeOeCHBIX SBJIEHHSAX, O CTPAaHHOM IIOBEJEHHU KOIIEK B HOYbD
OTOBITHSA KapaBaHa U O TOM, YTO OBLIO HaMIeHO B JlauyTe II0J CyMPayHOM CeHbIO JEePEBhLEB
B I'JTyOMHE 3apOCLIero JBOpa.

A 110 OKOHYaHHUU BCEX AUCKYCCUM I'OPOLCKOM COBET IMPUHSJ JOCTOIIAMATHBIN 3aKOH, O
KOTOpPOM U IIOHBIHE CyZadyaT TOProBLbl B XaTere M IyTelleCTBeHHUKU B Hupe, — 3aKOH,
COTJIACHO KOTOPOMY B VITape HUKOMY He JJ03BOJIEHO YOUBATH KOIIIEK.
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