['oBapa ®unnunc JlaBkpadt
Y IbTEPCKUE KOIIKHU

(The Cats of Ulthar)

TCOBOPAT, YTO B VIIbTEpE, UTO JIEKUT 32 peKo CKal, HU OJUH YeJIOBEK He CMeeT YOUTH
KoLKy. I 3TOMy g 6€30 BCAKMX COMHEHUN MOTYy IIOBEPUTbH, INIAAS Ha Ty, UTO ceHdac
MYpJIBIKAET, CUAA § KaMHHA, MO0 KOIIKA - JXUBOTHOE TAaWHCTBEHHOE U OJIM3KOe MHOTUM
CTPaHHBIM BelllaM, YeJIOBEKY He3puMbIM. OHa - Ayiua JipeBHero Erurra, oHa HOCUT B cebe
HCTOPUU JaBHO 3a0BITHIX ropofioB Mepo u Adupa. OHa - POACTBEHHUILIA TOBEIUTENIEH
IDKYHIJIEM W HaclegHULA celoi, 3ioBeleit Appuru. CPHUHKC - ee OBOIOPOAHEBIN OpaT, U
KOIIIKa TOBOPUT €ro f3bIKOM, HO OHa ellle ApeBHee COUHKCA U IIOMHUT Aayke TO, YTO OH
IIaBHO 3a0BLI.

Jlo Toro, Kak JlepeBeHCKHM COBET 3aIIpeTHJI YOUMCTBO KOIIEK, JKUJI B VIbTEpPE CTapPBIH
6aTpak co CBOeM XeHoi. 06a OHM HaXOZUJIU HECJIbIXaHHOE YZOBOJIBCTBHE B TOM, YTOOHI
CTaBHUTH JIOBYIIKH Ha COCEICKUX KOIIEeK U YOUBaTh UX. [IoueMy OHU JieJIajIiy 3TO, 1 He 3HAI0;
XOTA B OOIIEM-TO MHOTMM He HPaBATCA HOYHBIE KOLIAYbM BOILIM, JAa M TO, YTO OHH
6ecIIyMHO IPOOHPAIOTCA IT0Z IIOKPOBOM CyMpaKa B UyyKMe IBOPHI U CaZbl, yCTpauBaeT
IajeKo He Bcex. Ho 4To 651 HU OBIJIO IPUYHHOM 3TOMY, CTAPHK U €r0 JKeHa IIPOCTO 000KaIu
JIOBUTh U YOUBATh JIIOOBIX KOLIEK, MPUOIMIKABIIMXCA K MX Jlayyre. A CyAsd IIO0 3BYKaM,
OOHOCUBLIMMCS OTTYZAa HOYAMU, MECTHBIE JXUTEIU MPEAII0Iaraiy, YTo YOUBaIN KOLIEK HY
OYEeHb IKCLEHTPUYHBIM CII0CO60M. HO 3TO JKUTEIN HUKOTZA He 006CYKIaIHU CO CTAaPUKOM U
€ro JXEeHOM; TJIaBHBIM 06pa3oM M3-3a CTPAHHOTO BBIpa)KEHUA Ha MOPLIMHHUCTHIX JIMLIAX
060HMX, a TaKXe M3-3a TOTO, UTO JKHUJIM OHU B TaKOM MaJIIOCEHBPKOM H TEMHOM JOMHKE,
CIIpATaBIIEMCH IIOJ TeHbIO Ay60B B KOHIle 3amylLIeHHOTO ABopa. IIo mpaBAe TroBOpA,
OOJIBIIMHCTBO BJIAZEJIbLIEB KOLIEK HEHAaBHUMAENIU 3Ty CTPAHHYIO ITApOYKYy - HO 6OSIHCH
6oJbliIe; TO3TOMY BMECTO TOT'O, YTOOBI 6PAHUTH UX KaK JKECTOKUX YOUIL, JKUTEJIU TOJIBKO
3a60THJINCh O TOM, UTOOBI MX 3a00T/IMBO obeperaemMbie JIOOMMIIBI MU JIOBLIBI MBIILIEH
OepiKaJIUCh TOJajblile OT JaJIeKOM JIauyry II0J TeMHBIMU JepeBbAMU. Ho Korza Bce Ke
CIy4aJIoCh HEIOIIPaBMMOE U B HOYHU CJIBIIIAJIMCh 3HAKOMBIE Ka)KJOMY Y)KaCHBIE 3BYKH,
BJIaJlesiel] HECYACTHOT'O JKMBOTHOTO MOT JIMIIL 6ECIIOMOLIHO CTEHATh WUJIM YTELIaThb cebs
TeM, 4yTo Cyzpba ellle C)KaJMMJIACh HaJ HUM, U 3TO OBLI XOTA OBl He ero CoOCTBEHHBIH
pebeHoK. [IpOCTOAYIIHBI OBIIU JKUTEJIU VIIbTepa, Ja M He 3HAJNKM OHH, OTKyZa KOTZAA-TO
BITEpPBBIE IBUJIUCDH KOIIKH.

Ho opHakAbl MOSBUJICA Ha Y3KUX MOLIEHBIX YJIOUYKaxX YIbTepa KapaBaH CTPaHHBIX
IIyTEeLUIeCTBEHHUKOB C Iora. BBIIM OHU CMYIJIBI U HEIOXOXXW Ha JPYTUX 4yXKe3eMIIEB,
ABIABLUINXCA B YIbTep ABaKAbl B roj. Ha 6asapHBIX IUIOLAAAX OHU 33 cepebpo
IIpeACcKa3bIBaIu OyAyliee U IIOKYIIaIU SpKUe OyChl y TOProB1eB. VI3 KaKKUX 3eMeJlb IIPULIIU
OHHU, HUKTO He MOT CKa3aTh; HO MOJIMTBBI UX OBUIM HEOOBIUHBI, 2 PypProHbl pa3pHCOBAHBI
CTPaHHBIMU QUTYpPaMU C YEJIOBEYECKUMH TeJIaMU M I'0JIOBaMH KOIIEK, OpJIOB, 6apaHOB U
JIBBOB. A TIpeABOLUTENIb KapaBaHa HOCHUJI 3aTaZJOYHBIM T'OJIOBHOM y6Op C ABYMS poraMu U
CTPaHHBIM AUCKOM MEXIY HUMHU.
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BbLI B TOM KapaBaHe MaJIEHbKHHM MaJIBYMK C KPOLIEYHBIM YePHBIM KOTEHKOM. UyMa He
TIoLIaiMiIa ero, 3a6paB M OTLA, MU MaTh, HO XOTS OBl OCTaBUJIA €My 3TOTO MaJIEHBKOTO
MOXHAaTOT'0 3BE€pPbKa, TOMOTA0IIEro eMy YMEHBIUIUTE CBOIO ITedyab. TOT, KTO ellle TaK IOH,
MOJXKET HaMTH A cebs 60JblIoe 0b6IeryeHre B BeCEJIBIX LIAJIOCTAX YEPHOI'0 KOTeHKA. Tak
YTO MaJIEHPKUIM MaJIbYUK, KOTOPOTO CMYIJIble JIIOAU 3BaJii MeHecoM, yJIbI6aJICi MHOTO
yaile, YeM IUIaKaJ, KOTZa Urpasl CO CBOMM M3fIIHBIM KOTEHKOM, CHUAS Ha CTYIIeHBbKaX
CTpPaHHO paspucoBaHHOTO yproHa. Ho Ha TpeThbl0 HOYUb ITpPeOBIBAHUA UYIKE3EMIEB B
VipTepe MeHec He CMOT HAaWMTH CBOETO KOTE€HKA; ¥ KOrZla OH I'POMKO phIZas Ha 6a3apHOM
TUIOIIAIH, KTO-TO U3 MECTHBIX JKUTEJIeH paccKasaj eMy U PO CTapHMKa U ero JXeHy, U Mpo
3BYKM B HOUM. Korjla MaJIbYMK YCJIBILIAI BCE 3TO, PHIJaHUS YCTYIIUIU MECTO TJIyOOKUM
PasAyMbaM, a 3aTeM U MOJUTBe. OH IpocTep PYyKH K COJHIY ¥ MOJIMJICS €My Ha S3BIKE,
KOTOPOT'O HU OLUH ITPUCYTCTBYIOLIUM ITOHATH HE MOT, a OYEHb 1 He IIBITAJICA - BHUMaHHUe
MX 6BUIO IIPUKOBAHO K He6Y U CTpaHHBIMU GOpMaMH, KOTOpble MIPUHUMAIH Ty4YU. Kak 6Bl
TO HU 6BIJI0 HEOGBIYHO, HO II0 MEpe TOr0, KaK MaJIbYUK ITPOU3HOCHUJI CBOH MOJIBOBI, Ty4YH
IIpeBpalllaICh B IIpU3payHble, HESICHbIE CHUJIYITHI 3aralOYHBIX CYIIECTB; ITONY-JTI0IeH -
TI0JIy-YyZOBHIL, KOPOHOBAHHBIX ABYMS POTraMH C OJUCKOM MeXZy HUMHU. [Ipupoza IoIHa
TTOIOOHBIX HMJTIO3UH, BIIEUAT/IAIOLINX JIETKOBEPHBIX.

To¥ HOYBIO Yy)Ke3eMIIbl IIOKUHYJIN VIIBTEp, YTOOBI HUKOTAA He BO3BpALlaThCA TyAa. A
JKUTENIN 00HAPYI)KUJIH, YTO BO BCEM AepeBHE He HAUTU HU eSUHOM KOLIKU. Bce JoManrHue
JIIOOMMIIBI ITPOTIAJIM CO CBOUX JIIOOMMBIX MECTEYEK y 04aroB - OOJIbLIME U MaJIeHbKUE,
YyepHBble, Cephle, IIOJIOCAThIe, JKeNThle, 6enble.. Crapeiii KpaHOH, riaBa JlepeBeHCKOTO
CoBeTa, KJIAJICA U OOKHUJICA, YTO CMYTJIbIE JIIOAU 3a06pai BCeX KOIIEK, abbl OTOMCTHUTB 3a
yOUICTBO KOTeHKa MeHeca; OH ITPOKJIMHAJ U KapaBaH, U MaJIeHbKOro MajabunKka. Ho Hud,
TOLUM HOTApUYC, OOBSIBUJI, UTO CKOpPEE HY)KHO II0Z[03PEBATDH CTAPOT0O 6aTpaKa U ero JKeHy;
BeZlb UX HEHABHUCTD K KOIIKaM ObljIa U3BECTHA BCEM, U K TOMY JK€ OHU CTaHOBHJIMCH BCE
Haryen u 6eccThigHeN. OZHAKO JXKe HUKTO He OCMEJIMBAJICA ITOTPebOBaTh pa3bICHEHUH Y
3JI0Belller ITapOYKH, Aake KOrJa MaJIeHbKUM 3JTaJjl, ChIH XO3fiMHa IIOCTOSJIOTO ABOPA,
TIOKJIAAJICS, YTO B CTYILIAIOLIMUXCA CyMepKax BHUeJI BCeX KOIIeK YbTepa B TOM CAMOM JBOpe
TI0J ZePEBBAMM - YePT 65l ero 3abpas! - rae OHU MeAJIEHHO XOLUIU KPYToM, IT0 IBOE B PAZ,
6yZATO OBl MCIIOJIHSIN KaKOM-TO HECJIBIXaHHBIN 3BePUHBIN PUTYaJl. JlepeBEeHCKUE XUTEIN
He 3HaJIX, HACKOJIBKO MOJXHO BEPUTH TaKOMY MaJIeHbKOMY pebeHKY; U, XOTSA OHU OOSJIUCH,
4yTO 3/7100HAaA ITapa 3aK0JIZOBaJjIa UX KOLIEK 10 CMEPTH, BCE JKe MPEeAIIOYUTAIN HE COBATHCSA
K CTapoMy 6aTpaKy - pa3Be YTO OH CaM BBIMZET U3 CBOEr0 TEMHOTO M OTITyTHBAIOIIETO
ABopa.

Tak Bechb VJIBTEp yJI€rcs CIaTh B TIIETHOM T'HEBe, U KOrja JIIOOU IIPOCHYJIMCH Ha
paccBeTe - BCe IO €OUHOM KOWIKKM OBUIM Ha CBOMX H3/MI00JIEHHBIX MecTax! Bombirve u
MaJIeHbKHe, YepHBIE, CEphIe, IT0JIOCaThIe, JKeJIThIe, 6eIble - HH OZHA He mportajia. Ho 6sutH
OHM TOJICTBIE, JIOCHALIHECH, U NPELOBOJBHO MYPJBIKAJIU K TOMY JXe. JKuTenu OypHO
0oO6CyXKZamy 3TO IIPOHCIIECTBHE, HEMAJI0 YIAUBIAACh eMy. Crapbiii KpaHOH BHOBbD
HaCTauBaJI, YTO 3TO CMYTJIBIE JIIOAM 3abpasik Kollek, M60 HU OJHA KOIIKAa HUKOrZa He
BEpPHYJIaCh JXUBOM M3 XIJKUHBI JpeBHEro 6aTpaka U ero >XeHel. Ho B OZHOM Bce
COTJIAIIAJIUCH - TO, YTO MX JIIOOMMIIBI JPYIKHO OTKA3bIBAJIKCh OT CBOMX IOPLIUIM Msfca U
Ja)ke OT OIofedek C MOJIOKOM, 6BUIO [JeHMCTBUTENbHO JIOOOMBITHO. IlenbIXx ABa IHA
JIOCHSALIMECS, IEHUBbIE KOTBI U KOILIKU VJIbTEPA Ja)Ke U CMOTPETh Ha e[y He XOTeJIH - JINIIb
TpeJIUCh Yy O4YaroB WJIM Ha COJHBILIKe. llesas Hepmesns IIpoOLIia, IIPEXXAE YeM JKUTEeNIU
IepeBHU 06paTHIM BHUMaHHe Ha TO, YTO CBET GOJIbIlIe He 3a)KUTaeTCs IT0 HoYyaM B OKHax
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JIayyTH 107 AepeBbsaMu. Torga Toimuit Hud n6aBUiI, YTO HUKTO He BUZEN HU CTapHKa, HU
ero JXeHy C TOM caMOM HOYH, KOrZa IIpOIlajii BCe KOLIKU. TOJIBKO Ha CIeAYIOLIeH Hezelle
riaBa JlepeBeHCKoro CoBeTa pelIu IT060pOTh-TaKy CBOU CTPaxXH U 3arJISHYTh B CTPAHHYIO
6e3MOJIBHYIO XIIKUHY - MCKIIIOYUTEJBHO IO ZOJITY CIYKOBbI. B KauecTBe CBUIETENIEM OH
IIPUXBATUJI C COOOM Ky3Hela lllaHra u KameHoTeca dyna. U Korga BeTxas gBephb ObliIa
BBUJIOMaHa, 3a HeM OHM HAalllJIM JIMIIb JABa OOIJIOJAHHBIX YeJIOBEYeCKMX CKeJleTa Ha
3eMJITHOM IT0JIY ¥ HECKOJIBKO HEOOBIYHBIX JXYKOB, IIOJI3aI0LIMX 10 TEMHBIM yIJIaM.

MHoOro pasroBOpoB BbI3BaJjIa 3Ta HaxoAka B JlepeBeHccKoM CoBeTe. CiemoBaTeinb 3ad
ZIONr0 JoIpalliuMBaj Tollero Horapuyca Huda; a KpaHoH, llanr u ®yn O6BUIM IIPOCTO
3aBaJIeHBl BOIIPOCaMHU. Jla)ke MaJIeHbKUM JTaJl, CBIH XO3SHWHA IIOCTOSJIOTO ABOpPA, OBLI
CEPBE3HO AOMPOILIEH U ITOJYYMII JIeeHel] B Harpaay. [OBOPUIN OHU O CTapoM baTpake U
ero j>KeHe, O KapaBaHe CMYIJIBIX Yy)Ke3eMlieB, O MaJIeHbKOM MeHece U ero KOTeHKe, O
MOJIUTBEe MeHeca U COCTOSSHUY Heba BO BpeMS TOM MOJIUTBBI, O TOM, YTO JeJIaJIH KOLUIKU B
HOYB, KOTZA KapaBaH ITOKUHYJI JEPEeBHIO, U O TOM, UTO OBUIO HAaHAEHO B XMIKHUHE IIOZ,
TEeMHBIMHU JEepeBbAMH, PAaCTYIIVMU B OTTAJIKMBAIOIIEM ZIBOpeE.

U B KOHIle KOHILIOB JlepeBeHCKHUN COBeT IPUHSAN Ba)XXHEHWUIMH 3aKOH, O KOTOPOM
TOBOPMJIM TOProBUBI B Xadere, U KOTOPHIM 06Cy’KAajica MyTelIeCTBEHHUMKaMU B Hupe.
3axkoH ToT rnacuia: HU OAMH YEJIOBEK HE CMEET VEUTD KOIIIKY.

ITepesod: Bnadumup Jees
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