['oBapa ®wuuric JlaBkpadt
Tannas niemepa, nnu [puximrouenue Jlxona Jlu

(The Secret Cave or John Lees Adventure)

HamucaHo B 1898 r. (B Bo3pacTe 8 n1eT)

«ByZIpTe XOpOLIMMMU HOETBMM, — CKa3aja MHCCUC JIHM, — IIOKa SI OTCYTCTBYIO, U He
LIaJTUTe». MHCTep ¥ MUCCUC JIu cOOpaIUCh YHTH Ha OeHb U OCTaBUTH AOMa IBOUX JETEM:
oecsATUIeTHero J[)KOHA U IBYXJIETHIOK DJUIUC. «Jla», — OTBETUII [IJKOH.

Kak Tonmpko crapiiuve JIM yUUIH, Maaguive JIM CIYCTUIMCh B IOABAJI U ITPUHSIIMUCH
PBITBCSI CpeU XJIaMa, MaJIeHbKas DJUIMC IIPUCIIOHUIIACh K CTeHe, Habmomast 3a [I>KOHOM.
Korgma [I;KOH MacCTepusl JIOOKY U3 CTapoi 60YKM, MajieHbKas [IeBOYKA ITPOH3UTENIBHO
3aKpHUyasa, IOCKOJIBKY KHPITUYHM IT03aJU Hee OOBaIMIMCH. IJKOH ITOACKOYMII K HeH U
BBITAIL[UJI €e, I'POMKO Kpuuallyio. Kak TOIBKO KPUKM YTHUXJIM, OHA cKasana: «CTeHa
rcuessia». JIJ)KOH IIOOHSJICA U YBULEJN, YTO TaM ObBUI ITpoxon. OH cKasaJ MaJIeHBKOM
meBouke: «JlaBal MONIEM ITOCMOTPHUM YTO TaM». «Jla», — OTBETH/JIA OHAa. OHM BOLIIHU B
IIPOXOM, ¥ MOIJIU TaM CTOSATH B IIOJIHBIM POCT, HO OH TSHYJICS HaJblile, YeEM OHU MOTJIH
BUAETH, MO3TOMY [IJKOH IIOOHSIJICSI HaBepX M B3sIJI M3 KYXOHHOI'O CTOJIa OBE CBeYU U
HECKOJIBKO CITMYEK, U 3aTeM OHU BEPHYJIMCH K IIPOXOAY B IOfBasIe. 3allJI BO BTOPOH pas,
Ha CTeHAaX, ITOTOJIKE U IT0JIy OblJIa IITYKATypKa; HUYEro He ObIJI0 BULHO, KPOMe SILUKA IJIs
CHUZIEHBS, TEM He MeHee, OHU ero obCIefoBalii U HUYEro BHYTPU He O0OHapYXWIn. OHU
IOLITY JaJIbllle, BECbMa CKOPO ILITYKAaTypKa 3aKOHYMJIACh, U OHM OKAa3aJIMCh B IIellepe.
ManeHbKas JJIJIMC BHaYaJIe HCITyrajiach, HO, COTJIACUBIINCE C YBEPEHUSIMU CBOEro bparta o
TOM, YTO BC€ B IIOpSIIKe, OHA yCIIOKOuaach. CKOPO OHU Habpenu Ha HEOOJBLIOH SIIUK,
KOTOPBIH JIJKOH ITIOOHSJI U TTIOHEC B pyKaxX. BecbMa CKOpO OHU OOHAPYIKUIIU JIOOKY C OBYMS
BecJIaMHu B HeH, JIJKOH B3sJI OJJHO M C TPYZOM IIOTAIIWI 3a cob60i. BCKope OHM HaLIH
IIPOXOJI, KOTOPBIM BHE3AITHO 3aKaHYMUBAJICSI. OH yOpas IpensaTCTBUE, U K €ro ykacy Boma
XJIBIHYJIa IIOTOKOM. [IJKOH OBIJI IIPEBOCXOAHBIM IUJIOBLIOM M MOT HaOJITO 33Jl€pP)KUBATh
ObIXaHHWE, OH IJIyOOKO BHAOXHYJ UM TIOIBITAJICS BBIIUIBITH, HO C SIIUKOM H CECTPOM 3TO
0Ka3aJIOCh HEBO3MOJKHBIM, TYT OH 3aMETUJI BCIUIBIBAIOLIYIO JIOOKY U YXBaTHJICA 3a Hee...

Crnepnyoiee, YTO OH IIOMHMUII: CebsI Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH, INIOTHO IIPUKUMABILET0CS K TEJIy
CBOEH CeCTpBI, ¥ 3aTaJiOYHBIH SILIUK, KOTOPBIH HEM3BECTHO KaKUM 06pa3oM BBITUIBLUL. Ho
HOBAasI OTIACHOCTH YI'PO’Kajia UM: €CJIU BOAA IIPOLOJIKUT IIPUOBIBATh, OHA NONMET OO0 Bepxa.
Heo)XUZaHHO €My IIPUIIIA MBICIIb, YTO OH MOJKET 3a6JI0KMPOBaTh BOAY. OH OBICTPO CHesal
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3TO, ITOJIOKUJI De3KU3HEHHOEe TeIleph TEJIO CECTPEI B JIOZKY, 3ab6pajics B Hee CaM U ITOILIBII
K HavyaJly IIpoxoga. Belia y)RacHas, )XyTKas, abCoIIoTHASA ThMa, ero CBeYy YHECJIO II0TOKOM,
Y MepTBOe TeJIO JIeKaJIo pAmoM. OH He CMOTpeN 10 CTOPOHAaM, OH Ipeb pagu CIlaceHUs
cBoelM Xu3HU. Korma oH MOZNHSII riias3a, OH BIUIBIBAJI B CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN IogBaj. OH
OBICTPO PBAHYJICSI BBEPX IO JIECTHUILIE, HECS TeJIO, U OOHAPYIKUJI, YTO €r0 POSUTENIU YKe
BepHyYJIHCh. OH paccKasaj UM Bce.

* k ok ok k*k

[ToXOpOHBI IJIJIMC 3aHSUIU TaK MHOTO BpeMeHH, UTO JI>KOH YCIIeN 3a0BITh O SAIIUKe, HO
KOTZa er0 OTKPBUIH, TO OOHAPYIKUIU 30JI0ThIE€ CIUTKH Ha CyMMYy 0Ko0Ji0 10000 mosmapoB —
IOCTaTOYHO [IJIA OIJIaThl BCEro, KpOMe CMEPTH €ro CeCTPBHI.

(HanucaHo nucamenem 1898)
ITepegod OImumputi JIneuH
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