['oBapa Owuuric Jlapkpadt
Tannas niemepa, nnu [puxirouenue Jlxona Jlu

(The Secret Cave or John Lees Adventure)

HamucaHo B 1898 r. (B Bo3pacTe 8 n1eT)

«IIoOyIbTE XOPOLIMMMU JEeTbMH, IIOKA MEHS HeT», - CKa3ajia MHUCCHUC JIU, - «H He
majauTe». MUCTep U MUCCHUC JIM yXOAUIM Ha LieJIbIM JeHb U OCTaBIAIMU OBOUX AeTeH
OOHUX — JleCATHJIETHEero [[)KOHA 1 ABYXJIETHIOIO AJTHCY. «XOPOIIIO», - OTBETHJI JIJKOH.

Kak TOJMBKO cTapuive JIM OTOBLIM, Miafluve JIM CIIyCTHUJIMCH B IIOABaJI U HadaJIH
PHITBCA B pa3HOM XxJlaMe. MajieHbKasd AJjyMca IPUCIOHUIACH K CTeHe, Habimiozas 3a
JIJ)KOHOM. [IJKOH MacCTepuJI JIOOKY M3 IIJIAHOK OT 6ouek. MajileHbKas AeBOYKa H3Zaja
IIPOH3UTEJIBHBIN KPHUK, TaK KaK KUPIIUYH 10331 Hee oOpyLIuanuch. OH 6pocuiIcsa K HEH U
OTTalllMJI ee, T'POMKO oOpyllyroo. KakK TOJIBKO OHa YCIIOKOWJIACh, TO cKasana: «CTeHa
pasBajnuiach». JIJKOH IIOOHAJICA W YBUJHEJN, YTO TaM HMeeTcA Ipoxoh. OH cCKasal
MaJIeHbKOU AeBouYke: «I[IoieM U IIOCMOTPUM, YTO 3TO TaKoe». «XOpOLIOo», - CKa3ajla OHa.
3a6paBUIMCh BHYTPb, OHU CMOTJIM BBIIPAMUTECA. [IpOXOA AJIUJICS HAJIbIIE, YeM MOJKHO
6bI0 BUZETh. JJ)KOH BEPHYJICSA HaBepX, IIOPBUICA B KYXOHHBIX SLIMKAX U PasmoObLI 2
CBeYM U HECKOJIBKO criu4yeK. OHU BHOBb BOLIJIM B IIOABaJbHBIM IIpoxoh. CTeHBI, IIOJI U
IIOTOJIOK OBUIM OIITYKAaTypeHBl. B IIOMeIeHWN He HAILIJIOCh HUYEero, KpoMe SIINKA,
KOTOPBIN MOT HCIIOJIb30BaThCA IJIS1 CHUAEeHHUA. TeM He MeHee, OHH 0OC/IeLOBaJIM €ro u
O0OHapyXUJIM, YTO B HEM HUYero HeT. OHM [ABUHYJIMCH HaJIbllle, BCKOpe LITYKaTypKa
3aKOHYMJIaCh, U OHHU OKasaJ/IMCh B Ilellepe. MajieHbKasa AjMca CHayajla MCITyrajaachk, HO
1ocje 6paTCKOro 3aBEPEeHHUS, UTO «BCE B IOPSAZIKE», CIIPABUJIACH CO CTPaxoM. Bckope oHU
HALJIM MaJIEHbKYI0 KOPOOKY, KOTOPYIO JIJ)KOH 1omobpas. OueHb CKOPO OHM HATKHYJIMCh Ha
JIOZKY, B KOTOPOH JIe)KaJix ABa Becia. OH C TPYAOM IIOTAIUII ee 3a COO0M. 3aTeM ITPOXOJ
OBUI HEOXHJOAHHO ITperpakzeH. OH OTOABUHYJ IIOMEXY, U K €ro CMATEHUI0 Ha HUX
CTPEMUTEJIPHO XJIBIHYJA BoZa. J[IJKOH OBUI OIBITHBIM IDIOBLIOM M MOT HaZOJIro
3aJlepKUBATh AbIxaHue. OH HabpaJl BO3AYXY U MOIBITAJICA BCIUIBIT, HO OGHAPYIKUIJI, UTO C
KOPOOKOM U CECTPOM 3TO IIPAaKTUUYECKU HEBO3MOJKHO. 3aTE€M OH 3aMEeTHUJI BCIIJIBIBAIOLIYIO
JIOOKY, YXBaTUJICA 32 Hee...

B cieZyoLIUii MOMEHT OH OBUI Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH, KPEIKO AEepiKach 3a TEJIO CECTPHI U
3arafloyHyI0 KOpo6Ky. OH He MOT IIOHATH, OTKyZa B3sjaach Boja. Ho UM yrposkayia HoBas
OIIaCHOCTH: €CJIU BOZA 6YZET IIPOJOJIKATh IPUOBIBATE, OHA ITOAHUMETCS IO CAMOTO Bepxa.
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Heo)XHJaHHO €ro II0CETHUIA MBIC/Ib, YTO OH MOJKET IIEPEKPHITE BOAY. OH OGBICTPO CHeJIa 3TO
Y, TIOLHSAB TEJIO CECTPHI, Telepb 6e3)KU3HEHHOE, B JIOJKY, 3a6pajicsi BHYTPh U ITOILIBLI B
abCOIOTHOM TEMHOTE 10 IIPOXOZy, CTPAIIHOMY U 3JI0BelneMy. Ero cBeuy 3a6pajt oTok. A
PAZLOM JIe)Xayio MepTBoe Teyio. OH He CMOTpeJI Ha Hero U rpeb, criacas cBolo XusHb. Korga
OH IIOZAHSJI TOJIOBY, TO 0OHAPYIKUJI, YTO HAaKOHeLl Jobpasics Bo cobCcTBEHHOro nojBaia. OH
6BICTPO B30OpaJICs IO JIECTHULIE BMECTE C TEJIOM U OOHAPYIKUJI, YTO POSUTEIN BEPHYJIHCh
ZIoMoi. OH paccKasayl UM BCe, UTO CJIYYUIIOCh.

* Kk kk k%

[10XOpOHBI AJIMCBI 3aHSJIU CTOJIBKO BpEMEHH, UTO JIJKOH ITOYTH 3a6bLJI 0 KOpobke. Ho
KOT'[a OHU OTKPBLIU ee, TO HAllJIX BHYTPU IIPUJIUYHBIN CINTOK 30JI0Ta, CTOMBIIUHN
npuMepHo $10,000. ocTaTOYHO, YTOOHI OIJIATUTH YTO YTOLHO, KPOME CMEPTH €r'0 CECTPHI.

(HanucaHo nucamenem 1898)
ITepegod Watcher
2008 ropg
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